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Groups Concerned About State Environmental Funding, FederaCuts Hurt States

The Pennsylvania Conservation Voters Education League
this week laid out an environmental agenda for 2006 that
includes no backsliding on environmental funding and
makes recommendations in 12 other issue areas.

Two other groups, the Pennsylvania Farm Buregu
and PennFuture also expressed concerned about the
environmental funding. %

The League was joined by a bipartisan group offs & &5
four legislators, Sen. Connie Williams (D-Montgomery
Rep. Glenn Grell (R-Cumberland), Rep. Stetler (D-Yor
and Rep. Mcllhinney (R-Bucks). -

“Growing Greener Il demonstrated that the
people of this Commonwealth want us to be stewards
our land. We should not be afraid to take further actio
ensure that our water is cleaner, our air is healthier, a
thousands of acres remain forested, not
paved,” commented Michael Fedor, Executi Visit Our
Director of PCVEL at a press conference thiglege{sE i [elsEIRSI=IavI[of=E BII¢=Toi{e]3Y
morning. Support Your Sponsors

The 40-pageEnvironmental Briefing
BooK' is intended to be a background resource Click Here to Visit Our
for public officials, staffers, journalists, voters  Professional Services Directory
and activists, but it also suggests solutions to
the environmental problems faced by Pennsylvania today.

On the timely issue afnvironmental fundingthe Briefing Book highlights the
successful passage of the Growing Greener Il environirigord issue in 2005, but notes
“concern” over three year’s worth of state and fedeualget cuts in environmental
agencies like the departments of Environmental ProtectidrCanservation and Natural
Resources.

In addition, it points to the need to revisit funding thee state’s Wild Resource
Conservation Fund to support projects to conserve nomegasties.

“While Pennsylvania’s voters made a significant investnrettie environment by
passing Growing Greener Il in 2005, we need to make sureutidinfy we fought for in
past years is maintained and that we do not see afleaport for watershed groups and

2006
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other projects from Growing Greener | as well as fereies that are charged with
enforcing our environmental laws and protecting our naturaliress.”

These concerns about environmental funding echo commmaaks by PennFuture
two weeks ago when they said the General Assembly andr@m¢hould not divert
monies for debt servideom Growing Greener | programs.

The Pennsylvania Farm Bureau this week urged the General Blgdemestore
funding to county conservation districts and the statei®ditManagement Fund that were
reduced by Gov. Rendell's budget proposal.

The Briefing Book covers water, air quality, agricultyvablic health, solid waste
and recycling, transportation, the Chesapeake Bay Trip8taategy, State Forests and
Parks, deer management, biodiversity, mining and land usesiss

Here’s a sampling of just a few of the recommendatios the Briefing Book-

Water: DEP should fully enforce requirements for avoiding amgimmzing the

destruction of wetlands and streams; DEP should amenut€2H05 to provide better
protection for headwater streams; DEP should issuStthrenwater BMP Manual; the
General Assembly should provide adequate funding for storenwaanagement plans and
water resources planning.

Air Quality: DEP should adopt a rule to reduce mercury emissionr#imust demand
DEP conduct a careful review of permit applicationsniew sources and reduce pollution
to the fullest extent of the law; DEP should adopif@adia vehicle emission standards;
DEP should expand toxics monitoring.

Agriculture: Farmers need technical and financial assistance tbaliernative manure
uses, improve livestock feed efficiency, renovate barnyages streams, provide
incentives for cover crops and rotational grazing and toastipgher innovative
technologies.

Public Health: Pennsylvania should pass legislation limiting the sakeand distribution
of mercury containing items.

Solid Waste & Recycling:Supports passage of House Bill 1902 removing the sunset for
the $2 Recycling Fee; impose a moratorium on new wasiiiés; develop a state
electronics recycling program.

Transportation: The state should implement a “fix-it-first” poli¢g bring current
infrastructure up to a good or excellent condition belfari&ling new roads; find dedicated
funding for mass transit; reduce the air pollution impatiiesel engines.

Tributary Strategy: The General Assembly and Rendell Administration nedwbt
accountable for reducing nutrients and sediment going tGlikeapeake Bay and provide
funding to meet the commitments.

State Forests and ParksProtect old forests and Wild Areas; develop a multipkcges
approach to State Forest management; minimize and rdgegse fragmentation; reduce
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the deer herd to sustainable levels; restore fundintpie $arks for nondevelopmental
purposes.

Deer Management:Follow the recommendations in the Audubon PA repeiirfaging
White-tailed Deer in Forest Habitat from an EcosysRarspective

Biodiversity: DCNR should be designated as the coordinating agency divdaisity
conservation with adequate funding and staffing; dedicpsr@entage of the Sales Tax on
outdoor recreational equipment to support management andtprotef fish and wildlife.

Mining: DEP should enforce the state Clean Streams Law ter Ipgbtect streams,
springs and ponds ahead of mining; supports reauthorizatiedexll Abandoned Mine
Reclamation Fund.

Land Use: Provide financial incentives for historic preservationykwvith the Farmer’s
First Agenda to include additional economic incentizefatmers to preserve farmland;
reforms of the Eminent Domain Code should not inhibit momity revitalization efforts;
reauthorization of the federal Farm Bill and its comagon provisions will have a major
impact on supporting farm conservation efforts.

The Pennsylvania Conservation Voters Education League is 8 &)1(c
educational non-profit organization. Its mission is to mteveducation and training to
increase the effective participation of environmentaiistbe political arena and to
educate policy-makers, the media, and the citizensmifdsania about environmental
issues.

A copy of the Environmental Briefing Bodkis available online.

For more information, contact Monica S. Willett, PragrManager, Pennsylvania
League of Conservation Voters, by sending emaiitoillett@palcv.orgor calling 717-
234-2651 or writing 300 N. Second St, Suite. 707, Harrisburg, PA 17101.

Links: A Budget Message from DCNR

Proposed Federal Budget Passes More Than 100% of EPA Cuts teetStates

The budget proposed last week for the U.S. Environmendé&ion Agency cuts funding
for states for the third year in a row, mirroring whas happened in Pennsylvania.

Like last year, the cuts to states are actually laifggar the overall agency cut.

States stand to lose $416 million out of the general Statdribal Assistance
Grants. This means EPA is effectively planning to keep $2®mof the money formerly
assigned to states for its own purposes.

Particularly hard hit are the clean air program suppauttgr EPA plans to cut state
grants by $35 million, a 15.9 percent reduction.

In water programs, the Clean Water State Revolvingl kvas reduced from $900
million to $680 million, and the Section 319 non-point seusa@ter program was cut over
$10 million. Two other water programs were also cut a coetb$10 million.
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A $50 million Clean Diesel Initiative was added, as welha additional $25
million for Underground Storage Tank programs to implenteaiClean Diesel Act and
the Energy Act, respectively.

The Environmental Council of the Stafescoalition of environmental protection
secretaries from each of the states, put cutnamary of how EPA’s proposed budget will

Impact states

Session Schedule

The House returns to session on March 6 and Senatesrédfarch 13, but both will be
holdingbudget hearingever the next three weeks.

On the Hill

* Onthe Senate, House Agenda

» Senate/House Bills Moving/ Introduced

» Senate Passes Clean Vehicle Bill, Requires CleaBtakeholder Groups

* Alternative Energy Tax Credit Legislation Passesi$¢o

* House Committee Told Conservation Most Cost Effectiviplda Energy Problems
* Joint Committee Hears About Making Railroad Ties fiotd Carpet, Waste Plastic
* Committee Chair, Member Changes in Senate and House

Other News

» DEP Grants Support Landfill LNG, Biodiesel, Clean EyyelProjects

* EPA Accepting Nominations for SmartWay Environmental $pamtation Awards
» USDA Opens Application Period for Renewable Energyickeificy Grants

» EPA Offers Community Grants to Reduce Risks of Toxic Expe

* DEP Seeks Members for Environmental Justice Advisoryd@oa

» Stonycreek-Quemahoning Initiative Receives Eastern Spo@atéoor Show Award
» Last Call — Deadline for Growing Greener Watershed tSristarch 3

* Applications Due Now for Lowe’s Outdoor Classroom Grants

» Five-Star Habitat Restoration Grants Due March 10

» EPA Display at Philadelphia Flower Show Features N&iamt Gardening

* Creek-Friendly Yard Care Workshop Set for February 22Wwale Count

* Become a Sponsor of the PA Biodiversity Conservatian P

* New Webcasts on Source Water Protection, Using EPAWhed Handbook

» Agquatic Insects, Stream Ecology Teacher Education Produaen 3-4

* Tools Released to Help Small Drinking-Water Systems

* New USGS Web-Based Tool Calculates Groundwater RechaRgnnsylvania

* EPA Reports on Smart Growth Stormwater Managemesit Bectices

» Delaware Estuary Sponsors New Events, Education Me8gsges

* $1 Million in Boating Facilities Grants Awarded by FishB&at Commission

» Support Watershed Protection - Adams County Fishing/Outdoor ExpthMa& 5
* Pssssssst! Want to Know When They're Stocking TraCieck It Out

* PA Chamber Environmental Conference & Trade Show Seétgal 18 & 19


http://www.ecos.org/
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See & Hear
* LandSavers — Learn About Biodiversity in Pennsylvania

Feature
» Desilting Basin Finds New Life as Wildlife Habitat, Educational Sanctuary

Go To: PA Environment Digest Calendar Page

On the Hill

On the Senate, House Agenda

The Senate and House hearings on Gov. Rendell's 2006-07 buogesagrwill take
center stage over the next few weeks, but there hee thitings happening on the Hill.
Here’s the rundown...

Calendars

The House will start March 6 with this environmental billits Calendar-House Bill
2067 setting limits on state spending through a constitutiamendment.

The Senate will start March 13 with these items o thalendar-House Bill 213
establishing penalties for eco-terrorism; &whate Bill 106%roviding additional funding
to expand the PA Small Business Development Centers.

Committees

The House Environmental Resource & Energy Committdehaiti an informational
meeting to understand the general, scientific, environhdmalth and economic issues
associated with reducing mercury emissions from powetgland the House
Appropriations Committee will have a budget hearing on tieaftment of Conservation
and Natural Resources.

NOTE: If you have cable, check out the schedulé’@MN TV to find when budget
hearings will be broadcast.

Senate/House Bills Moving/Introduced

Legislation expanding the tire recycling program was sign® law by Gov. Rendell this
week and legislation on clean vehicles, eco-terronsater shutoffs, Small Business
Centers and alternative fuels tax incentives sawractidere’s a rundown.

On the Governor’'s Desk

Tire Recycling: House Bill 1114 expanding the waste tire recycling program was signed
by the Governor and is now Act 7.
NewsClip: Governor Signs Bill Requiring Registration of Tire Rdawg Facilities
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Senate

Clean Car Program: Senate Bill 102¥Madigan-R-Bradford) that would establish a

Pennsylvania Clean Car Program by providing options to auennidédr compliance that

includes both the California Il and federal Tier Il enadss standards was amended and

passed by the Senate on a largely party-line vote of 27, toetfiocrats voting against.
NewsClip: Rendell, Senate at Odds Over Vehicle Emissions

Eco-Terrorism: House Bill 213(Godshall-R-Montgomery) establishing penalties for eco-
terrorism was reported out of Senate Appropriations Citiegnand is awaiting action on
the Senate Calendar.

Water Shutoff: House Bill 893(Semmel-R-Berks) changing procedures for shutting off
water for nonpayment of sewage bills was reported b8tnate Appropriations
Committee, amended and reported back to Senate Appropriations

Eminent Domain: House Bill 2054(Grell-R-Cumberland) making changes to the eminent
domain law in response to thKelo Supreme Court decision was referred back to the
Senate State Government Committee.

Small Business CentersThe Senate Community and Economic Development Cdeenit
was amended and reported 8athate Bill 1063Pileggi-R-Montgomery) providing
additional funding to expand the PA Small Business Dgvaént Centers (Centers
provide theEMAP environmental assistance servjcasd is awaiting action on the Senate
Calendar.

House

Energy Tax Credits: House Bill 1964(Ross-R-Chester) creating investment tax credits
for qualified alternative energy generators was refetweand out of House Appropriations
Committee and passed by the full House. It now godst&enate.

Vehicle Emissions InspectionRep. Casorio (D-Westmoreland) attempted to attach an
amendment to House Bill 2374 on the floor that would im@os®ratorium on the state’s
vehicle emissions inspection program. The amendmdeatifay 79 to 118.

Bills Introduced

Public Review of DEP DocumentsHouse Bill 2414(Reed-R-Indiana) would amend the
definition of “administrative regulation” in the Commaealth Documents Law to include
any DEP “manual, procedural manual, guideline, enforcementlop@dpolicy, strategy
document, policy guidance manual or technical guidance rhanadministrative opinion
or legal opinion regarding the interpretation of a s&atcourt order or regulation used by
the Department of Environmental Protection to implemeaegalatory enforcement
process” which would require this new set of documents tewnewed by the
Independent Regulatory Review Commission.
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Eminent Domain: House Resolution 59(Metcalfe-R-Butler) would memorialize
Congress to adopt additional protections for propertysighta result of the Supreme
Court’'sKelo decision.

Senate Passes Clean Vehicle Bill, Requires Clean Aitrakeholder Groups

The Senate amended and pasSedate Bill 102¥Madigan-R-Bradford) to establish a
Clean Vehicle Program that gives automakers two optmesmply— use the California
Il or federal Tier Il vehicle emissions standards.

The legislation follows the same structure as tl@acNMehicle Program now in
regulation, except for updating the rule to provide the Qali& 1l vehicle emission
standard option.

Automakers now comply with the federal Tier 1l vehistandard and this is the
only vehicle emission standard for which the state ndestaredit under its clean air
plans.

The option to use the California Il vehicle standamdilg start with vehicle model
year 2008, like in the proposed regulation the Departmdabhwafonmental Protection
published for comment on February 11.

Any actual clean air benefits from the Californiatdrelards would not happen
until sufficient numbers of the new vehicles wouldtséatering Pennsylvania’s vehicle
fleet— in about 2013 or 2015—well after the 2010 federal deadlinertply with the 8-
hour ozone standard.

The bill also directs the Department of Environmentatéution to form
stakeholder groups in areas not expected to meet the 201thddadtomplying with the
federal ozone standard to make recommendations on géeginstandard from mobile or
stationary sources of air pollution.

Stakeholder groups formed by DEP are to include fair repiaganfrom motorist,
public health, environmental, public utility, automotive mantifears, business and
industry organizations and local, state and federal oficial

Action on the bill follows a Senate hearing on thigi¢an Decembeiand more
recentlyin the House The bill now moves to the House.

NewsClip: Senate Approves Amendment to Clean Vehicles Bill

California Car Rules Hit a Bump in Senate
Rendell, Senate at Odds Over Vehicle Emissions

Alternative Energy Tax Credit Legislation Passes House

House Bill 1964(Ross-R-Chester), that will help reduce Pennsylvania's depea on
foreign sources of energy by establishing tax creditalfernative energy businesses, was
passed unanimously by the House this week.

"This legislation is designed to help reduce our countryemgence on oil and
natural gas by encouraging the development of businesgagezhin the production of
alternative fuels, alternative fueled vehicles and alterm&nergy equipment,” said Rep.
Ross. "By helping businesses run environmentally frienggrations, we can look
forward to a safer, cleaner environment.”
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House Bill 1964would create a Renewable Energy Tax Credit and allow
businesses to offset the Personal Income Tax, Coghlttincome Tax or Capital Stock
and Franchise Tax by an amount equal to 15 percent obsth®fccapital equipment
directly related to qualified alternative energy actaati

The total amount of all renewable energy investmenttedits allowed would not
exceed $15 million in any one fiscal year.

"With energy costs rising throughout the winter and masidents struggling to
pay home heating bills, | am hopeful this bill will proviaieother incentive to continue
researching and using alternative forms of energy," Regs Baid.

House Committee Told Conservation Most Cost Effective Help oBnergy Problems

The PUC’s Consumer Advocate and the non-profit En@ggyrdinating Agency both told
the House Environmental Resources and Energy Comnthitee¢ek that energy
conservation is a cost-effective way to help solvesth&e’s energy problems, but less than
11 percent of the state’s spending supports such programs.

Sonny PopowskytheConsumer Advocate at the Public Utility Commissisaid
“the cheapest kilowatt hour or cubic foot of natural gaslways the one that is not used.”

Popowsky said Pennsylvania electricity users face sigmnifiprice increases
between now and 2010 when electric rate caps imposedtad gdaregulation come off.

If the PUC does not take steps now to mitigate that anipadopting rules that
stagger bringing electric generation to the market andehphg on the spot market to set
prices, electricity rates could increase by over 50 pércen

He pointed to a recent experience with the Pike Couigfiytland Power Company
where electricity rates increased 129 percent and electimpanies in Delaware and New
Jersey saw rates go up 59 percent and 55 percent respectively.

Popowsky said the price of natural gas is driving the dosteotricity because the
clean burning fuel has been used to power more and motgcetgEmeration capacity.

He said more needed to be done to reduce the demand foic#jedike setting
energy efficiency standards for appliances, chargirfgrdifit rates for electricity at
different times of the day or week when generationscast less using advanced metering
systems and under the Alternative Portfolio StandardgrBm using energy efficiency
and demand side management as a direct alternative tocelgeteration.

Liz Robinson Executive Director of thenergy Coordinating Agendn
Philadelphia, told the Committee, “Pennsylvania is allogagéilmost 90 percent of all
current funding to treat the symptoms of this problem: bitis, and only 11 percent in
ways that can actually reduce the size of the problem.”

“There simply is not enough money to span the afforiglgip (in energy costs)
with cash,” said Robinson. “In fact, the longer wettrylo so, the more time and money
we will waste.”

Energy costs are expected to go up by at least 6 pergeat,avhich Robinson
said means over the next 20 years heating costs fanémmne families will increase to
$8,000 a year if demand is not reduced.

Robinson said conservation is the cheapest and cldan@sbf energy that
achieves four important goals—
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1. Conservation immediately and permanently reduces tloei@nof money required
to meet energy needs;

2. Conservation reduces upward pressure on prices — the Am&@uaancil for an
Energy Efficient Economy estimates if energy consuonps reduced by 5
percent, prices can be lowered by 20 percent;

3. Conservation contributes to the local economy rouglgktdimes the equivalent
investment in the purchase of natural gas or fuel dileifseholds statewide reduce
home energy consumption by 10 percent, it would produce astmgat of over
$572 million in Pennsylvania’s economy; and

4. Conservation cleans our air by reducing emissions of potkind gases that
contribute to global warming.

Robinson recommended the state develop a Plan for ar&déaEnergy Future

for Pennsylvania that would lay out a detailed roadmap @weasing the energy
efficiency of all sectors — residential, commercial axtlistrial.

She also recommended that all new affordable housingwictly funded
buildings meet or exceed the’A Energy Stabuilding standards and increase funding for
weatherization and energy conservation programs, includstat@ Energy Bond Program
to fund energy conservation improvements for small basgseand nonprofit
organizations statewide.

Michael Love President of th&nergy Association of Pennsylvangaid there is
much work to do to improve the aging energy distributiorastfiucture in the state and the
need to improve the recovery of costs associated mfithstructure improvements.

Love also supported increased funding for the Low Incomegyn&ssistance
Programs and pointed to the growing problem of theft ofggreervices as a result of
unpaid bills or illegal hookups.

Committee chairman Rep. Bill Adolph (R-Delaware) daglCommittee will now
be going through the testimony provided at this and the fivequeViearings on energy
policy to develop legislative proposals for consideraby the House.

NewsClip: Volunteer Project Focuses on Energy Efficiency

Joint Committee Hears About Making Railroad Ties from Old Carpd, Waste Plastic

Innovative Rail Concepts of Conshohocken told the Jaegidlative Air and Water
Pollution Control and Conservation Committee this week hmaking railroad ties from
old carpet and waste plastic will not only save landfithce, but millions of trees.

IRC made the presentation as part of the Commitiesisuary Environmental
Issues Form.

Michael McNamara, company president, said 16 milliomoad ties are replaced
each year in the United States and 90 percent of themaate from oak timbers.

IRC, and a manufacturing partner from Texas, have gedecprocess for making
railroad ties by recycling old carpet and plastic that stet stringent quality and
durability standards of the American Railway Engineeand Maintenance of Way
Association.

The new tie retains 85 percent of its performance cteistics over 20 years,
versus just 35 percent for a traditional oak tie. Thaans the new ties will have to be
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replaced less often, meaning rail lines will be closed teequently for costly
maintenance.

Just one production line producing about 260,000 recycled coatieoad ties will
use about 29.4 million pounds of waste plastic and 19.ilbmjtlounds of waste carpet.
Over 3 million hardwood trees a year are used to makeadities.

IRC is presently looking to locate a manufacturinglifgan Altoona that will have
the capacity to produce about 750,000 recycled railroad tieara

Innovative Rail Concepts can be contacted by sending t&ma
mmac@innovativerail.corar by calling 610-788-2267.

The next Environmental Issues Forum is scheduled for Bpvihen the
Committee will hear from Karen McCalpin BA Clean\Waysabout theState Forest
Beautification Prograprdumping surveys and the group’s work with the Delawaredggt
Program.

TheJoint Conservation Committae chaired by Rep. Scott Hutchinson (R-
Venango).

Committee Chair, Member Changes in Senate and House

There were a number of Committee Chair and membeigelsahis week in the Senate
and House. Here’s a quick summary—

Sen. Noah Wenger (R-Lancaster) was elected to behthie &f the Senate Appropriations
Committee, succeeding the late Sen. Bob Thompsorh@st€r). Sen. Wenger will be
retiring at the end of this year.

Sen. Joe Conti (R-Bucks) was elected to take Sen. Werggucus Secretary slot in
Senate Republican Leadership. This leaves open the Ghlagr Senate Game and
Fisheries Committee because traditionally no menmbkeeadership can also chair a
standing committee.

Rep. Mike Gerber (D-Montgomery) was named to the Houser&mental Resources
and Energy Committee replacing Rep. Alan Butkovitz (D-Phifzide).

In Other News

DEP Grants Support Landfill LNG, Biodiesel, Clean Energy Pojects

The Department of Environmental Protection this week arcexithe award of over $3.7
million in Alternative Fuel Incentive Grants to suppalternative and clean fuel projects.

The grants went to 22 projects and will leverage muae $16 million in private
funds.

The largest grant-- $2 million-- went to Seneca Lahdfit., Butler County to
construct a facility to produce liquefied natural gas frandfill methane gas and an LNG
refueling facility. Seneca will also convert 10 walsgiling trucks to LNG engines and
purchase five new LNG vehicles.

10


mailto:mmac@innovativerail.com
http://www.pacleanways.org/
http://www.cleanpaforests.org/
http://jcc.legis.state.pa.us/index.htm

PA Environment Digest — Holston & Crisci

Penn State University was awarded grants for two prejek$$0,556 to continue
the demonstration of hydrogen and compressed natural gas lietihe Centre Area
Transit Authority buses and Penn State Vans and $119,277 tomgkrsity students
design and build a vehicle to compete in the U.S. Degattof Energy’s Advanced
Vehicle Technology Competition.

Other grants included—

* Renewergy Cooperative Corp. -- $105,925 to produce biodieseldil extracted from
algae that is also part of the effluent treatment m®et the Erie Wastewater
Treatment Plant. The grant funds installation of ada@otor to grow the algae.

* York County Transportation Authority, York, York County$381,600 to phase in the
use of biodiesel for its entire fleet of 20 buses and 83.va

» City of York, York County -- $17,035 to phase in the use ofliesel in 40 city-owned
vehicles over period of 16 months.

* Walt Whitman Truck Stop, Philadelphia -- $137,864 to purchaseinstall electrified
idle-reduction systems so truckers can power heating@olohg units and small
appliances without running their engines.

A complete list of funded projects is available online

Since its inception in 1992, DEP has awarded $28.7 millio@8drprojects in 50
counties. AFIG funds have leveraged more than $78 miltmm public and private fleet
operators, fuel providers and the federal government.

For more information, visit thélternative Fuel Incentive Grants Program webpage

EPA Accepting Nominations for SmartWay Environmental Transportaton Awards

2 The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is accepting
> SmartWay> nominations for its first annu&lmartWay Excellence
Transport Partnership A_wa_rt_jsfor compani_es and organiz_ations who_ made
15 BnonmenTa ProTecTion acency Significant contributions to protecting the environment
through innovations in transportation.

The awards are open to adgnart\Way partneto recognize efforts to increase
energy efficiency, reduce greenhouse gas emissions goollation in the freight
industry.

Presentation of the awards will occur in late Octatehe American Trucking
Association annual conference in Dallas, Texas and giemal Association of
Environmental Managers in Savannah, Ga.

By 2012, EPA’s Smartway partnership aims to reduce 33 mtiidd6 million
metric tons of carbon dioxide emissions and 200,000 tongrofyen oxide emissions
annually. Partners include truck carriers, freight shippedsrail carriers, among others.

For more information, visit thEmartWay Excellence Awards webpage

USDA Opens Application Period for Renewable Energy, Effiency Grants

The U.S. Department of Agriculture is now accepting agpibns for its Section 9006
Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency ImprovemensntSProgram.
The application deadline is May 12.
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Half of the Section 9006 funding will be set aside for gntged loans. Unlike the
grant program, USDA will issue guaranteed loans on aagobiasis based on successful
applications. Any guaranteed loan funds not obligated by August be available for
the grant program.

More information, including applications, scoring criteaiiad sample template is
available on th&enewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Grant Prograimpage

EPA Offers Community Grants to Reduce Risks of Toxic Expsure

(‘4 mE The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is
= s now accepting applications to support

LSRR LEVINEERS  community-based partnerships to reduce toxic
risks until April 10.

EPA will award about $2.7 million in cooperative agreetaémtwo levels through
the Community Action for a Renewed Environment Program

Level | cooperative agreements will help establish comiy@sed partnerships
and set priorities for reducing toxic risks in a communBPA anticipates awarding eight
to 10 cooperative agreements under Level |, ranging from $750R100,000.

Level Il cooperative agreements are for communitiesaheady have a broad-
based collaborative partnership, have identified risk temlupriorities and are ready to
implement risk reduction strategies. EPA expects todwaiarto eight cooperative
agreements, ranging from $150,000 to $300,000.

A range of community groups may apply for funding, inahgdcounty and local
governments, tribes, non-profit organizations and univessitie

EPA will conduct two conference calls, February 21 andd@4prospective
applicants to ask questions about the application process.

The CARE program, which began in 2005, helps to build breaé¢blocal
partnerships for reducing risks from toxic pollutants tisahe from numerous sources.

For additional information, visit theARE Program webpage

DEP Seeks Members for Environmental Justice Advisory Board

The Department of Environmental Protection is seekimglidates to join the
Environmental Justice Advisory Board

The board’s mission is to ensure the fair treatmedtraeaningful involvement of
all commonwealth residents regardless of race, co&tional origin or income in the
environmental decision-making process.

Members of the advisory board conduct fact-findings, devalofmcols and make
recommendations to the department with respect to thdogpenent, implementation and
enforcement of environmental laws, regulations and pelicie

Potential candidates should have an interest in enveatahjustice issues and
have a background in one of the following areas: envirorahgrgtice, community
residents, public sector (other government entitiesyjeana, industry, public policy,
public health, community groups, faith-based organizationdhheaurance, hospitals,
transportation or environmental health.

Interested candidates should be able to attend the boaiterly meetings in
Harrisburg. All members of the advisory board are valarg and do not receive
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compensation from DEP, although the department will reis®al travel expenses to
attend meetings. Appointments are for two-year terms.

Interested candidates should send their resumes ta®@ivganna King, Office of
Environmental Advocate, by sending e-maildgking @state.pa.us

For more information, visit th®ffice of Environmental Advocate webpage

Stonycreek-Quemahoning Initiative Receives Eastern Sports/@door Show Award

Stonycreek-Quemahoning Initiativeceived the 2006 Eastern Sports & Outdoor Show
Conservation Award along with Edwin VanSant and Rott&reho received individual
Humanitarian and Youth Mentor Awards.

The Stonycreek-Quemahoning Initiative, the collectiveresfof business,
political, economic, recreational and community leadeep manage and protect a
watershed of over 90 square miles and more than 5,000 &daes mow open to public
use.

The Quemahoning Reservoir tract in northern Somersenty was purchased
from Bethlehem Steel with the aid of a $1.5 million laeduisition grant from the
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources. Emt gealed the needed purchase
price of $6.2 million, and in August 2000 the sale was caegl® the newly formed
Cambria-Somerset Authority.

The Stonycreek-Quemahoning Initiative was formed in 2003, thwittaid of the
Connemaugh Valley Conservancy, to provide assistance to gotzunpsng for the
responsible development of natural, cultural and histo®smurces.

Besides the reservoir, initiative projects in Some@minty include Greenhouse
Park, Whitewater Park, and the Benson/Hollsopple Contym&avitalization.

The award recognizes a grassroots movement grown fromsjpagbmen’s club
and Trout Unlimited chapter meetings to the officesledted state and federal officials.
Joining in this bid to obtain the land and water for publicwsee Somerset and Cambria
county commissioners, the Southern Alleghenies Cwasey, and DCNR.

Howard M. Picking Ill, chairman of the Stoneycreek-Qukamang Initiative,
accepted the award.

Also on hand to accept individual awards were Edwin “Tingh8ant of
Shoemakersville, who received the show’s Humanitariaard for his work in promoting
the sport of muzzle loading, and Ron Fretts of Scottsdat@gient of the show’s Youth
Mentor Award who was honored for his efforts in gettyoging people interested in
hunting and other outdoors pursui{f€ourtesyFeb. 15 Resour¢d®CNR)

The Stonycreek-Quemahoning Initiative also waib@2 Governor’s Award for
Watershed Stewardshand a 2000 Three Rivers Environmental Award.

NewsClip: River Project Saluted

Last Call — Deadline for Growing Greener Watershed Grants Mach 3

r The Department of Environmental Protection this week éssue

g 5 reminder the deadline for applying for the next round of

2 Growing Greener Watershed Restoration Grants is March 3.
DEP will invest in projects that seek to address nonpoint

ULUWALE S ECUIEr  source pollution, such as comprehensive watershed plan

Growing our Communities
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implementation; legacy sediment and stream restoratigngnt and sediment trading;
long-term operation and maintenance for watershed psogexci mine drainage treatment
systems; urban and agricultural runoff; and upgrades to aelege systems.

Eligible projects also could include reducing nonpoint sepalution in
watersheds where streams are impaired; designing psaatideactivities that support
water quality trading initiatives; integrating stormwat&nagement and flood protection
into watershed management; encouraging the beneficiafav@odoned mine pool
water; and integrating air deposition controls and managemith mitigating water
quality problems.

For applications and more information, visit theowing Greener webpage

Applications Due Now for Lowe’s Outdoor Classroom Grants

-

ot Lowe’s, International Paper and National Geographic

Explorer! have teamed up to provide grants of up to
$2,000 to help schools build outdoor, hands-on
science education programs.

Grant applications are accepted throughout
the year for thé®utdoor Classroom Grant Program
but applications received by April 30 will receive award naticeMay.

All K-12 public schools are welcome to apply.

For more information, visit th@utdoor Classroom Grant Program webpage

Five-Star Habitat Restoration Grants Due March 10

Grant applications are being accepted until March 10 fofFithee Star Restoration Grants
Programsponsored by the National Association of CountiesNdgonal Wildlife
Foundation, Wildlife Habitat Council and the U.S. Environta¢ Protection Agency.

Five-Star grants provide financial support for communitgeldawetland, riparian
and coastal habitat restoration projects that buildrsevpartnerships and foster local
natural resource stewardship through education, outreadhaamdg activities.

Grants of between $5,000 and $20,000 will be awarded.

For more information, visit theive Star Restoration Grants webpage

EPA Display at Philadelphia Flower Show Features Native Plarteardening

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency will
again have a display at the Philadelphia Flower Sh
showcasing the importance of native plants in
gardening today.

This year’s educational display is called “A
Sense of Place” and will provide practical
information on how gardeners can properly use an
place native plants around their homes or businesses.

The display is part of EPA Region IlI's
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“Green Landscapirignitiative that provides information on the environmeriiahefits of
green techniques for attractive residential landscaping addauvater and pesticide use.
ThePhiladelphia Flower ShoRuns from March 5 to 12.

Creek-Friendly Yard Care Workshop Set for February 23 Delavare County

The Springfield and Marple Township Environmental Advisoop@xils and th€hester-
Ridley-Crum Watersheds Associatiare sponsoring a “Creek-Friendly Yard Care”
workshop on February 23 at 7:30 in Broomall.

The free program is intended to help homeowners choos®ementally-safe
products and techniques to care for their home landscapesprésentation will include
short talks, a panel of local experts to answer questend refreshments.

Panelists include Liz Ball, Springfield Press Garderu@wiist, on lawn care; John
J. Butler, EPA Region Il Integrated Pest Management doator, on dealing with
Japanese beetles and other pests with fewer chenkeals;Rapp, Springfield Township
Environmental Advisory Committee (EAC), on managing steater; and Anne Murphy,
Executive Director of the Chester-Ridley-Crum WatedshAssociation (CRC).

The program will be held in the Community Room, on tveelr level of the
Marple Township Library/Township Building at 227 South SpiRa&d (PA rte 320), at
the corner of Springfield Road.

Learn more about the role that you can play in ptotgour streams and their life
from posters created by local scouts and students. Therpasé on display in the
Springfield and Marple Township library windows. Look forefls in area nurseries and
garden centers, as well as libraries.

The program is cosponsored by the Marple Public LibraRC Marple
Environmental Advisory Board, the Springfield EAC, and@®C MS4 Partnerships.

For more information, contact Liz Ball of the Marfd&B at 610-328-6181 or
Anne Murphy at CRC, at 610-892-8731.

Link: Environmental Advisory Council Network

Become a Sponsor of the PA Biodiversity Conservation Plan

Py luania
Bindiivessity
Parthership

Pennsylvania.

In 2004 a Blueprint for the Biodiversity ConservatioarPlvas developed with
several rounds of public comment and focus group input.

Now a draft Conservation Plan is in the drafting stagke the goal of releasing a
final plan in 2006.

To complete its work, the PA Biodiversity Partnershigtes/individuals,
companies and organizations to become a sponsor of the Ariodiversity
Conservation Plan.

In 2001, thePA Biodiversity Partnershipegan the development of the
PA Biodiversity Conservation Plao develop recommendations and
strategies for protecting and conserving biodiversity in the
Commonwealth.

In 2002 the Partnership published the Biodiversity in PA
Snapshot, a baseline report on the present state afdrisitly in
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To learn more about this unique opportunity, visitBediversity Plan
Sponsorship webpageMarch 10 is the deadline for sponsorship pledges.

New Webcasts on Source Water Protection, Using EPA’s Watershéthndbook

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is sponsorirgyiasof free webcasts on
issues related to source water protection and using itd&Vetershed Handbook.
Upcoming drinking water topics include: February 22 “Source WrR@ection —
Land Development and Growth” and May 24 “Source Watert&uination Prevention.”
For a complete list of drinking water topics and regtgin information, visit the
Safe Drinking Water webpage
On June 18 EPA’'s Watershed Academy will present anfedast onUsing
EPA’s Handbook for Developing Watershed Plarem 1:00 to 3:00.
More on thé/Vatershed Handbook is available online

Aquatic Insects, Stream Ecology Teacher Education Program Juri&4

ThePennsylvania Institute for Conservation
PENNSYLVANIA Educationis sponsoring a teacher education program

. INSTITUTE fex E;c%%igcgéﬁ;s and stream ecology on June 3-4 in
= == CONSERVATION During this class, participants will learn from
== EDUCATION a recognized expert how to identify aquatic insects

that live in the streams and rivers of Pennsylvania
with plenty of “hands-on” instruction on the use affthtomous keys to identify
specimens of aquatic insects and their relatives.

Sampling, collection, and preservation techniques for agumsiects will also be
addressed. Biology, behavior and ecological requirenagatpresented in an informal,
highly enjoyable atmosphere.

In early evening, there will be free time provided for argto learn the art and
skill of fly fishing and fish some of Pennsylvania’s priststreams (fly rods and gear
provided).

Act 48 credits are available.

For more information, visit thelCE websiteor this and other course listings.

Tools Released to Help Small Drinking-Water Systems

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency this week rettase new tools and a
suggested affordability approach for small water utilitiging to balance the demands for
guality water with their financial ability to deliver.

The targeted systems serve 3,300 customers or fewer.

The first tool, "Setting Small Drinking Water Systenmt&afor a Sustainable
Future," will help owners and operators understand thedslis of providing a quality and
adequate supply of drinking water to their customers and guede ithsetting water rates
that will support these costs.
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The second tool, "Case Studies of Sustainable Water angWésr Pricing,"
provides real-world examples of eight drinking-water systand their approach to
determining and establishing rates.

Both these tools are available on EPRIsnking Water Infrastructure webpage

New USGS Web-Based Tool Calculates Groundwater Recharge iefhsylvania

The U. S. Geological Survey has made available a ndwbased tool that helps users
estimate groundwater recharge rates for areas throughasgyPeania where streamflow
data are available.

The recharge estimates were computed based on two aetbsteeamflow
hydrograph methods, which are explained in the recentlyghdalireport, Estimates of
Groundwater Recharge Based on Streamflow-Hydrographddsttirennsylvania

The Estimates of Ground-Water Recharge website allsass to select watersheds
by clicking on a map or from a list and provides rechartgsfaom both estimation
methods in tabular and graphic form. The site also includesmation on land use and

geology.

EPA Reports on Smart Growth Stormwater Management Best Praates

“Using Smart Growth Techniques as Stormwater Best Managd®nactice’sfrom the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency reviews nine comemart growth techniques and
examines how they can be used to prevent or managensttentunoff.

This publication will help communities encourage smart ¢incamd
meet the new regulatory requirements under Phasesll afithe municipal stormwater
permitting program

While the water quality and stormwater benefits of smeotvth are widely
acknowledged, there has been little explicit regulatecpgnition of these benefits to date.
The environmental goals of these smart growth strateégiesle water benefits that accrue
when development strategies use compact developmerg,farmix of uses, better use of
existing infrastructure, and preservation of critical envinental areas.

A copy of ‘Using Smart Growth Techniques as Stormwater Best Manageme
Practice®is available online.

Delaware Estuary Sponsors New Events, Education Message Boards

The Partnership for the Delaware Estuary has openedewaveb-based services for
regional environmental groups—aimcoming EventandOutreach and Education
Programs forums.

By registering and posting information your organizati@vents and activities
you could reach a growing audience throughout the Delalistteary region.

You can also post information and ask questions on thed?ship’s other
message boards as well.

Visit the Partnership for theelaware Estuary message board webpgadearn
about the other useful information you can find.
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$1 Million in Boating Facilities Grants Awarded by Fish & Boat Commission

The Fish & Boat Commission this week awarded more $iamillion in grants to nine
municipalities for the development, improvement or bditation of public recreational
boat launches.

The awards are provided through theating Facilities Grant Progrgra funding
stream initiated by the PFBC in 2005 to help ensure Pennsylvamiaeational boaters
are provided with the highest quality boating facilitiesa@ter bodies across the state.

Applications for the next round of Boating Facility Giaare currently being
accepted. Applicants can seek grants for site acquisgiofect design and engineering,
development, expansion and major rehabilitation of e¢real boat access facilities. The
deadline for applications is June 30.

A list of grant award winners is available online.

For more information and for application forms, visié Boating Facilities Grant
Program webpagef the PFBC’s web site.

Support Watershed Protection - Adams County Fishing/Outdoor Epo March 4 & 5

The Adams County Trout Unlimited and g
the Watershed Alliance of Adams Count
are sponsoring gishing and Outdoor
Expoon March 4 and 5 at the Buchana
Valley Fire Company in Orrtanna. :

Last year over 500 visitors came t
hear seminars by fishing and outdoor
experts, see the displays of over 30 -
vendors and organizations and tool part i
free demonstrations. -

Breakfast, lunch, door prizes and
more are available.

For more information, including
exhibit information, visit thé=ishing and Outdoor Expo webpagecontact Michelle Kirk
by sending email tankirk@adamswatersheds.cog call 717-677-4628.

Volunteer Water Monitors

Pssssssst! Want to Know When They're Stocking Trout? ChedkOut

The Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission has postéf)fitestocking schedun its
website. OK, so it isn’'t a big secret anymore.

To make the list simple to use, stocking information ékén down by county.
Within each county, stream sections and lakes to bkesdaare listed alphabetically and
the entire year’s worth of trout stocking dates is siéw each.

Previously, separate lists were developed for stockirajddbk place prior to the
start of the season and those that took place laterimgs fall and winter. Also included
on the list are descriptions of the stream sectiortstccked and the type of trout being
released.
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Stockings will start March 1 and as in previous yeard,bgilspread throughout the
spring, fall and winter months.
April 15 is the opening day of trout season.

PA Chamber Environmental Conference & Trade Show Set foApril 18 & 19

The 2006 PAChamber Environmental Conference and Trade Shitivibe held in Camp
Hill, Cumberland County on April 18 and 19.

The program will feature presentations by both DonaldsWel.S. Environmental
Protection Agency Region Il Administrator and EnvirontagiProtection Secretary
Kathleen McGinty.

More than 17 breakout sessions are planned offeringtigt information on
changes in air quality, hazardous waste, stormwatenifbeig, nutrient trading and other
topics.

Attendees can also take advantage of exhibits by up tontf®rsethroughout the
event.

For more information, visit the 20@vironmental Conference and Trade Show

webpage

See & Hear

LandSavers — Learn About Biodiversity in Pennsylvania

What the heck is biodiversity? You can find the answer
that question and more by watching a special multi-media
presentation on theandSavers website

Surrounded by today’s modern conveniences, it is
easy to forget that mankind’s survival still depends on the
planet’s natural biological diversity. We rely on lths of
different kinds of interconnected animals, plants andt@oirganisms which scientists
collectively call biodiversity.

LandSavers presents an introduction to the topic, alathgadditional resources
and a special webcast to learn more.

Visit the LandSavers Biodiversity in PA webpatgelearn more.

Link: PA Biodiversity Partnership
Biodiversity — GreenTreks Website
LandSavers Website/Video Design by GreenTreks Network

Visit the Professional Services DirectoandEvents Calendar
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Feature

Desilting Basin Finds New Life as Wildlife Habitat, Educaional Sanctuary

A former desilting basin that was the disposal
site for thousands of tons of sediment dredged
from the Schuylkill River for decades is being ,
converted into a wildlife sanctuary and P
environmental education area. ,
Renamedlack Rock Sanctuapthe 120 &§
acre site on the Schuylkill River near
Phoenixville in Chester County, is in the %
process of being restored to include a networl£Es
of high quality wetlands, which will provide &
breeding and nesting habitat for migratory

waterfowl and amphibians.
See the special Black Rock Photo Feature

The Sanctuary is host to areractive
nature traildesigned to explain the complex
interconnections and interactions of the man-
nature interface.

A major element in the restoration work: .
is the use/reuse of coal fines and other coal
waste dredge from the river to create the trail f&
and many of the interactive exhibits/activities.

During Restoration

When finished, the site will host deep =
water, emergent, palustrine scrub shrub and e
forested wetland ecotones along with upland forest
old field and meadow ecotones.

Among the specialized displays are a
biofilter to demonstrate the difficulties of dealing witirface water runoff and chemical
pollution; a series of vernal pools to demonstratal#ieate balance in maintaining a
healthy amphibian population; a model of the Schuylkill Raved Black Rock Dam to
demonstrate the impact of the industrial revolution oretfesystem of the river; and an
interactive display to demonstrate watersheds.

The interpretive stations will be strategically platedeinforce the multiplicity of
ecosystem interactions and demonstrate their dependemards stewardship to keep
them healthy.

The history of the Black Rock Basin mirrors the histofynany streams and rivers
in Pennsylvania affected by uncontrolled coal mining in &e 1800’s and early 1900'’s.

By the early 1900'’s, waste from upstream coal operati@ssoantributing over
3,000,000 tons of silt annually to the Schuylkill River.

By the early 1930’s so much silt had built up behind the d#rtise slack-water
navigation system used to carry barges of coal on theyfkilhand other rivers that

Black Rock Sanctuary Today
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navigation ceased, flooding increased, recreation use taan end, and the river’s value
as a water supply was being threatened.

After passing a series of laws to mitigate siltatiothefstate’s waterways, state
government undertook the Schuylkill River Project in 1945r¢ulge the river by
removing silts to strategically located desilting basins.

In all, some 21 desilting basins were constructed in a pwbliks project valued at
over $31.75 million along with the removal of some of @whuylkill Navigation
Company’s canal dams. In the case of the Black Rock,si®,000 foot long berm
created an 80-acre basin.

Active dredging use of the Black Rock Basin ended indte1950’s. Later, sand,
gravel and coal were removed for mineral recycling, fegatie site desolate and
pockmarked.

To learn about the rest of the history of Black RockiBago to theBlack Rock
Basin webpagand read the article by Carl Kelemen of Evergreen Laams Associates
and Robert Folwell, Chester County Department of PartdRacreation.

The Black Rock Sanctuary restoration project is funde@Htmster County, the
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, the departments of Enviremtal Protection and
Conservation and Natural Resources and the William Peandation for a total
investment of over $1.1 million.

For more information, visit thBlack Rock Basin webpage

(Contributed byCarl Kelemen Evergreen Landscape Associates, 215-887-6607, Roslyn,
PA)

Quick Clips

Here’s a selection of NewsClips on environmental tofpaxs around the state.

Control Deer With New Funding Sources

Deer Still Hot Topic at Outdoors Show

Deer Management Takes Center Stage

Bald Eagle Is Off Endangered List — In Theory

Editorial: Endangered Species Act Endangered

Richard Township Unveils Plan for 8 Trails in ImportantBArea
Schuylkill Open Space Plan May be Ready by July

New School Proposal Echoes EPA Smart Growth Priesipl
Editorial: Littering A Problem We All Must Solve

Green Buildings Spur New Market

PA Announces $3.7 Million in Alternative Fuel Grants
Op-Ed: QOil's Spoils, Larry Schweiger

PA Takes Lead in Wind Power

Lehigh University’s Initiative Deals with Environmentasies
Engineer’s Society of Western PA Honors Pitt Professo
Editorial: Eliminate Politics From Pursuit of Betteirid Safety
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http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/tribune-review/business/s_424819.html
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/news/cwp/view.asp?a=3&q=488169
http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/06048/656681.stm
http://www.normantranscript.com/commerce/cnhinsbusiness_story_045095601.html?keyword=secondarystory
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/news/cwp/view.asp?a=3&q=488106
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/news/cwp/view.asp?a=3&q=487980
http://www.mcall.com/news/opinion/all-editorial1feb17,0,3792060.story?coll=all-newsopinion-hed
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Watershed NewsClips

Read a sampling of NewsClips on watershed topics froomdr®ennsylvania.

Report Shows Removal of Dam Has Little Effect on €ree
Water Quality Monitoring Essential for Dam Removal

DEP Issues Permits for Mine and Stream Reclamatioje®s

New Emergency Notice Requirements for Drinking Water Serspl
Deadline Nears for Growing Greener Watershed Restar@tiants
Fishers Make Comeback in PA

DEP Announces Investments in Community Flood Protection

Regulations

The Department of Environmental Protectiohdsding a briefingfor the Mercury Rule
Work Group February 22. The Public Utility Commissprblished a proposed polion
small water system acquisitions. The Fish and Boatr@iesion publishedinal changes to
the Class A Wild Trout Waters

The Department of Environmental Protection is holdingiefing for members of the
Citizens Advisory Council, Air Quality Technical AdvisoBommittee and Mercury Rule
Workgroup to discuss concepts and options for the developrhesjulations to control
mercury emissions from coal-fired electric utility gesting units. The meeting will be
held on February 22 at 2:00 p.m. in Room 105 of the Rachseb@&tate Office Building.

The Public Utility Commissiopublished its proposed polidgr reviewing and approving
small, nonviable water company acquisitions that it hepkscrease the number of
mergers and encourage regionalization. Comments on libg ace due by March 20.

The Department of Environmental Protection published an uptsted certified radon
testing and remediation firnf®aB Feb. 18 page 8Y9

Pennsylvania Bulletin — February 18, 2006

Comment Deadlines: Technical Guidance (DEP website)

Copies of Proposed Requlations (DEP website)

Status of Regulations, 6-Month Calendar (DEP website)

Technical Guidance & Permits

TheDepartment of Environmental Protection publisfiedl technical guidance related to
the sewage facilities program and draft guidance for comoreaboveground storage
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http://www.pawatersheds.org/WWeekly/issue.asp?ID=285#dam_removal
http://www.pawatersheds.org/WWeekly/issue.asp?ID=285#powr_plug
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/news/cwp/view.asp?a=3&q=488617
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/news/cwp/view.asp?a=3&q=488624
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/news/cwp/view.asp?a=3&q=488414
http://pittsburghlive.com/x/tribune-review/sports/outdoors/s_422480.html
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/news/cwp/view.asp?a=3&q=488848
http://www.pabulletin.com/secure/data/vol36/36-7/281.html
http://www.pabulletin.com/secure/data/vol36/36-7/274.html
http://www.pabulletin.com/secure/data/vol36/36-7/291.html
http://www.pabulletin.com/secure/data/vol36/36-7/274.html
http://www.pabulletin.com/secure/data/vol36/36-7/36-7.pdf
http://www.pabulletin.com/secure/data/vol36/36-7/index.html
http://www.dep.state.pa.us/TechnicalGuidance/Draft_technical_guidance.asp
http://www.dep.state.pa.us/dep/subject/Proposed_regulations/Proposed_regulations.htm
http://www.dep.state.pa.us/dep/subject/registrpt/index.htm
http://www.pabulletin.com/secure/data/vol36/36-7/280.html
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tanks and small flow treatment facilities. DEP higs @ublished for commentcaaft
Coastal Zone Management Program Assessment

Final: DEP ID: 362-4000-003. Act 537 Program Guidance: Local Agenayidpality
Evaluation and Compliance Activity. This document provigleislance concerning the
implementation and execution of compliance and enfoecgmctivities related to the
Sewage Facilities Act (Act 537).

Final: DEP ID: 362-4000-004. Act 537 Program Guidance: Sewagedenient Officer
Evaluation and Compliance Activity. This document ideegigeneral strategy and
procedures used by Department staff when evaluating the parfoenof a sewage
enforcement officer (SEO) relative to their resportisis specified in Act 537.

Final: DEP ID: 362-4000-005. Act 537 Program Guidance: Enforcengmntifying,
Tracking and Resolving of Sewage Facilities Act Violatiortisis document identifies
general strategy and procedures used by Department stpéfriring enforcement
activity against municipalities, local agencies and seveadercement officers found to be
sufficiently deficient in their responsibilities und&ct 537 to warrant formal action.

Final: DEP ID: 362-4180-004. Act 537 Program Guidance: Calcgl&ivil Penalty
Assessment Amounts. This document establishes procedutés fcalculation and
assessment of civil penalties under Act 537.

Final: DEP ID: 362-4180-005. Act 537 Program Guidance; Civil Pedalsgssment
Processing. This document establishes procedures to ensuon$igent application and
processing of civil penalty assessment authority, asgged to the Department by section
13.1 of Act 537.

Draft: DEP ID: 362-0300-002. Small Flow Treatment Facilitdenual. This manual
proposes major amendments to the existing guidance atB3583 (November 22,
2003) regarding the design, permitting, installation, operatimhmaintenance of small
flow treatment facilities.

Draft: DEP ID: 563-2112-101. Aboveground Storage Tanks on CoahlyiPermits. This
draft technical guidance document describes the permatidgnonitoring requirements
for aboveground storage tanks on coal mine sites.

For copies of Draft Technical Guidance (DEP website)

For copies of Final Technical Guidance (DEP website)

Calendar of Upcoming Events

Upcoming conferences, meetings, workshops, plus links to ottiee calendars.
Meetings are in Harrisburg unless otherwise nokedTo: PA Environment Digest

Calendar Page
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http://164.156.71.80/WXOD.aspx
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DEP’s Annual schedule of board and advisory committee noeetor 2006

February 22 - The Department of Environmental Protectionagding a briefingfor
members of the Citizens Advisory Council, Air Qualitgchnical Advisory Committee
and Mercury Rule Workgroup to discuss concepts and optiortbd development of
regulations to control mercury emissions from coa&efielectric utility generating
units. Room 105 Rachel Carson State Office Building. 2:00.

February 23— House Environmental Resource & Energy Committee infoomel
meeting to understand the general, scientific, environhdmalth and economic
issues associated with reducing mercury emissions fromrgoams. North Office
Building, Hearing Room 1. 10:00.

February 23— House Appropriations Committee budget hearing for the Drepat of
Conservation and Natural Resources. Room 140. 3:00.

February 23— CANCELLED — DEP Upper Susquehaniéter ResourceRegional
Committee meeting.

February 27 — House Appropriations Committee budget hearing for the Drapat of
Environmental Protection. Room 140. 2:30.

February 28 — House Appropriations Committee budget hearing for the Drapat of
Agriculture. Room 140. 1:00.

February 28— CANCELLED — DEP Air Quality Technical Advisory Committee
meeting has beerscheduled for March 17

March 1 — Senate Appropriations Committee budget hearing for tipabaent of
Agriculture. Senate Majority Caucus Room. 1:15.

March 1 —Delaware River Basin Commission meetsState of the Basin Report and
other issues.

March 2 — Senate Appropriations Committee budget hearing for tipabaent of
Conservation and Natural Resources. Senate Majoaitig @ Room. 10:30.

March 3 — DEP Tributary Strategy Steering Committee meetingorR105 Rachel
Carson Building. 10:00 a.m.

March 9 — Senate Appropriations Committee budget hearing for tipabaent of
Environmental Protection. Senate Majority Caucus Robrh5.

March 13 —Governor’s Renewable Agricultural Energy Council megtiRoom 105
Rachel Carson Building. 10:00.

March 15 —CANCELLED - DEP Radiation Protection Advisory Committee meeting
has beemescheduled for June 15

March 18-19—Fundamentals of Geology and Practicing Geology Semioars f
Professional GeologistsCamp Hill (near Harrisburg).

April 18-19 - Chamber Environmental Conference and Trade Si@amp Hill (near
Harrisburg).

DEP Calendar of Events

Watershed Events

(courtesyPA Organizations for Watersheds & Rivers
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http://www.pabulletin.com/secure/data/vol35/35-52/2377.html
http://www.pabulletin.com/secure/data/vol36/36-7/281.html
http://www.dep.state.pa.us/dep/deputate/watermgt/wc/act220/default.htm
http://www.pabulletin.com/secure/data/vol36/36-7/279.html
http://www.pabulletin.com/secure/data/vol36/36-7/275.html
http://www.pabulletin.com/secure/data/vol36/36-7/283.html
http://www.pcpg.org/PCPG_Seminar.htm
http://www.pachamber.org/cp/conferences/conference.asp?ID=0603
http://www.dep.state.pa.us/events
http://www.pawatersheds.org/WWeekly/issue.asp?ID=285#currentnews
http://www.pawatersheds.org/
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Environmental Education Workshop/Training Calendar
(courtesyPA Center for Environmental Educaton

Senate Committee ScheduleHouse Committee Schedule

Helpful Web Links

Daily NewsClips Daily DEP Update GreenTreks Network Watershed Weekly

DEP Press ReleasesDEP Advisory Committee Meetings & Agendas

DCNR Resource Magazine DCNR Press Releases

Fish & Boat Commission Press Release$same Commission Press Releases

Stories Invited

Send your stories about environmental issues, progransogitit/e actions tA
Environment Digest- DHess@HolstonCrisci.conor go to
www.PaEnvironmentDigest.com

PA Environment Digestis edited by David E. Hess, former Secretary Pennsylvania
Department of Environmental Protection, and is publishedsasvéce to the clients of
Holston & Crisci and the public. Holston & Crisci igHarrisburg-based government and
public affairs firm whose clients include Fortune 500 comggmand non-profit
organizations. For more information on Holston & €Girall 717-234-1716.

All rights reserved.

Visit the Professional Services DirectoapndEvents Calendar

25


http://www.eelink.net/cgi-bin/risee/pcee/calendar
http://www.pcee.org/
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http://www.pawatersheds.org/WWeekly/index.asp
http://www.dep.state.pa.us/newsreleases/default.asp
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/pubpartcenter/cwp/view.asp?a=3&q=470858
http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/news/resource/index.aspx
http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/news_information.aspx
http://sites.state.pa.us/PA_Exec/Fish_Boat/newsrel.htm
http://www.pgc.state.pa.us/pgc/cwp/browse.asp?C=70022&bc=0&A=11
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