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Pennsylvania Will Be First to Benefit from Chesapeake Bay Céup Plan

The Chesapeake Bay Foundation toldHiueise
Republican Policy Committeiavestigating the cost
of implementing th&Chesapeake Bay Tributary g
Strategythat Pennsylvanians would be the first to
benefit from cleaner water.

The hearing was co-chaired by Rep. Mike
Fleck (R-Huntingdon) and Rep. Mike Turzai (R-
Allegheny) and held at Juniata College in
Huntingdon.

The Committee heard comments from the . -
Department of Environmental Protection, Chesapeake Baydatian, Pennsylvania
Municipal Authorities Association, Pennsylvania Farm Bur@annsylvania Builders
Association and local government officials.

“Pennsylvanians will be the first to benefit from makingestments to meet our
Chesapeake Bay obligations because it will be our straathavers that will be cleaner,”
saidMatthew EhrhartExecutive Director of the Pennsylvania Office ChesapBale
Foundation. “We will have cleaner, cheaper drinkinganatmproved recreation
opportunities and quality of life, improved animal healthoar farms, improved
opportunities for tourism, and a legacy of clean watgrass on to our children and
grandchildren.

“There have been numerous media reports in recent i@aksing on the high
costs to municipal wastewater treatment plants assocwith complying with the
Chesapeake Bay Tributary Strategy. A legal challenge te sdtinese issues has been
filed. The critical point that has received far leeration is that these permit limits are
not arbitrary — they are clearly required by the Fedelen Water Act.

“The cost of achieving compliance with these nutriend leductions is high for
all sectors,” said Ehrhart. “The most recent cosimeges for point source compliance
ranges from $620 million (PA DEP estimate) to $1 billioMBA estimate). The cost for
farmers to comply with the required reductions fromagdture is $593 million (PA DEP).
In 2005, DEP identified a gap of $174.2 million annually betweestiagifunding levels
and the funding necessary to meet Tributary Strategyresgents for agriculture.

‘The cuts in Conservation District and Department gfiéulture funding as
proposed in the Governor’s budget request for this yeasetiback Pennsylvania’s ability
to meet its Tributary Strategy requirements for agiuecael Conservation Districts should
be funded with an additional $10 million to ensure theyséaffed, operational and
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capable of delivering the technical assistance needed tonh@ipment conservation
practices,” said Ehrhart.

A copy of CBF'’s testimony is available online

Legislators and those presenting testimony agreed astrm@eded to cleanup
Pennsylvania’s waterways flowing to the Chesapeake Bagllaited the need for the
state to do its fair share to provide funding to lightfee burden on local sewer system
ratepayers and farmers.

"The cleanup of the Chesapeake Bay is vital to the emvient and the quality of
life in central Pennsylvania; however, it shouldn't canthe expense of local
governments and residents living in the watershed," saidPegk. "We have to find a
better way to fund this project and look to the succegsigrams in Maryland and
Virginia as examples. This hearing was a step in detemgimbw the Legislature can help
reduce expenses for those living within the Chesapeak&\Bagrshed."

"The total cost estimate of the project to upgrade Huntingdéa'stewater
Treatment Plant now stands at $19.5 million," said Kénkteyers, manager for the
Borough of Huntingdon. "About a third of those costs aaattributed to compliance with
the new Chesapeake Bay requirements. This amounts3{0 @grcent increase for our
average residential sewer customer. We feel that SRt done its job when it comes
to the Chesapeake Bay Initiative. DEP officials knewwitdll the economic impact the
Chesapeake Bay requirements would have on central Pennsyhartiaey did nothing
about it. DEP has taken at least four to five years teldputs Chesapeake Bay strategy
and has now given many treatment plants, including Hgahtin, less than half that
amount of time to comply with the new regulations.tAils time should have been spent
attempting to develop sources of funding for the projects."

Rep. Kerry Benninghoff (R-Centre) agreed that the staéenbt developed the
funding sources needed to meet the mandates. "It's nataéba does not have the money,
but rather that the Governor continues to allocatstiexj dollars to new pet projects,” he
said. "The department needs to maintain funding for prograrmiean our waterways
instead of diverting dollars to new department programs."

"As legislators, we have a responsibility to the pea@aepresent to protect their
quality of life," said Rep. Jerry Stern (R-Blair). "Thieludes the environment in which
they live and their cost of living. Over the past siange the governor has continued to
take funds away from programs to fund his pet projects.ridads to stop. We are
charged to be fiscal stewards of the people's mone fotads need to be spent on
programs, such as the cleanup of the Chesapeake BaysWatethat best benefit the
citizens of this Commonwealth."

Rep. Stern and a bipartisan group of Senate and House meméer successful
in adding the new $10 millioResource Enhancement and Protection (REAFfM
conservation tax credit program in this year’s state udgee full $10 million was
committed to projects in the first 10 days the applicageriod was open.

Rep. Scott Perry (R-Cumberland) said he was introducingld¢min to aid with the
cleanup of the Chesapeake Bay Watershed, helping toheamtling burden on
taxpayers and local governments. His legislation inclugpsoriating $750 million over
10 years to help local governments fund needed plant upgnadi&2a0 million over five
years to help fund agricultural best management pradtcesiuce nutrient and sediment
runoff.
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"This legislation helps to remove the burden placedoallgovernments by this
federal unfunded mandate agreed to by DEP," Rep. Perry Bagduhrealistic to require
municipalities located within the watershed to overlheir plants and treatment
programs without any type of assistance. The secret®#B agreed to these new
requirements. The state is expected to have a surpfuads. We have the money; the
governor and his secretaries need to better prioritesgbhnding of that money."

"No one is denying the need for environmental cleanup ofgtershed,” Rep.
Adam Harris (R-Juniata) said. "However, we have to tateeaccount the cost this will
have on middle-class families. If the state has maadapgrades, they should shoulder
some of the funding burden. This can be done withounratsixes or penalizing residents
living in the watershed. We need to use the funds we hare efficiently."

This week’s hearing was the first in a series of Img@ron the Chesapeake Bay
Watershed.

Video of the hearingyill be available online

Video Blog: Cleaning Up 15,000 Miles of Pennsylvania Streams

Great PA Cleanup! Resource: New Safety Training CD Availabl&rom PennDOT

Thinking about organizing a litter cleanup for thesat PA
A Cleanup? The Department of Transportation now has available
\ an interactive CD that helps volunteers stay safeavthgy pick
up litter.

Beautify PA Safelincludes interactive lessons on how to:
set up a highway work zone, what to do if a volunteetdi
hazardous litter, what to wear so drivers are not distdaby clean
up groups, how to identify invasive plants and basic ficstethniques.

To get your copy, call the PennDOT Agility Center at 70%-1333.

Groups and event coordinators registering their cleanugseaetheGreat PA
Cleanup! websitavill be eligible for free disposal space for thestrahey pick up and to
win thank you prizes from participating sponsors. Groupsg negsster their events by
April 11 to be eligible.

Last year, more than 139,000 volunteers from allodinties removed 7.4 million
pounds of trash from roads, parks, schools, waterwaildlifevereas and communities.

The Great PA Cleanup! runs from April 19 to May 3.

PA Environment Digest Video Blog

On the Hill
» Session Schedule
* Onthe Senate/House Agenda
* House Committee to Consider Audit of Deer Program, Gaamamission Report
* Informational Meeting on Deep Mine Safety Bill Set Bguse Committee
» Senate Environmental Committee Holds Session on DCNIR5@s Leasing Policies
Other News
* PEC, Nature Conservancy Call for Passage of Enéigypate Change Bills
* Penn State: Ensuring Food Security in a Changing Clikvaté&shop
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* Highmark Pittsburgh to Go Dark to Support Climate Change Effor

» Susquehanna County Sawmill Cuts Fuel Costs $35,854 Over Twe Year

* DCED Helping PA Municipalities Cut Energy Costs

e Nearly $1 in $4 of Income Goes to Buy Energy

» Wildlife For Everyone Foundation Announces Tipton Run&tréroject

* Rachel Carson Forum Features “Hope for Polluted Wabsysumentary

* Volunteers Sought to Help Monitor for Invasive Zebra & QuemMussels

* First Opening Day of Trout Season Online Video Teaser

* Water Researcher Dr. Conrad Volz to Speak in McKeam@GoApril 7

« WPC's Allegheny River Sojourn Promises a Weekend of $¢gamel Discovery

* PA American Water Works Assn. Sponsors Pump and Seas€our

» Poster Contest Highlights International Compost Awess Week May 3-10

* Volunteers Needed for Waste Collection Event in Allexgy County

* Funding Still Available for Underground Heating Oil Tank &lap

* EPA Assistance Center Hosts Grant Workshop for Sibadgdvantaged Businesses

* Aprilis Children & Nature Awareness Month

» Harrisburg Peregrine Falcon Lays First Three Eggs cd@ea

» Grasslands for Wildlife Workshop Set for April 5

» Director Selected for Penn State Agriculture and Environahé€renter

Spotlight

» Seasonal Wetlands Threatened By Anonymity

Environmental Heritage

* Two New Historical Markers Approved on Environmental Topics

Feature

» Path Dependence and Green InfrastructByeDr. Arthur Holst, Philadelphia Water
Department

Grants & Awards

Go To: PA Environment Digest Calendar Page

On the Hill

Session Schedule
The Senate and House will return to voting session th& ofddarch 31.

You can watch th&enate Floor Sessi@andHouse Floor Sessidive online.

On the Senate/House Agenda/Bills Introduced

The Senate and House published committee schedules<toneek and floor Calendars
for the week of March 31—
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Calendars

House (March 31):House Bill 107§Hanna-D-Clinton) establishing the Elk Damage
Fund providing for deterrent fences for deer, bear andnelipayment of claims for elk
damage;House Resolution 54(eorge-D-Clearfield) urging Congress to investigate gas
and energy pricesjouse Resolution 62(George-D-Clearfield) urging federal
government to provide more heating assistance funditigise Bill 2233(Freeman-D-
Lehigh) extending grants under the EIm Street Program biey@noriginal five year term;

Special Session House Bill 1Bennington-R-Mifflin) amends the Alternative
Energy Portfolio Standards Act to provide for increlsse of energy efficiency, extends
the compliance period from 15 to 21 years and provides additimfedtones for the use
of alternative energyspecial Session House Bill IKing-D-Bucks) establishing a State
Energy Office;Special Session House Bill {Mcllvaine Smith-D-Montgomery)
excluding purchase price of hybrid electric vehicles fromssaihel use taxgpecial Session
House Resolution gThomas-D-Philadelphia) designating the week of Noverhbek7 as
“National Geography Awareness Week.”

Senate (March 31)House Bill 1214(Surra-D-EIk) changing the terms of Game
Commissioners from eight to four yeakguse Bill 1281(Freeman-D-Lehigh) requiring
municipalities to take steps to protect the Appalachian; Haiise Bill 1329 Kessler-D-
Berks) further providing for appeals and challenges to zanidigpances.

Committees

House the Environmental Resources and Energy Committee holdsformational
meeting orSenate Bill 944Kasunic-D-Somerset) updating the Bituminous Coal Mine
Safety Act; the Game and Fisheries Committee meatsrisidetHouse Resolution 642
(Levdansky-D-Allegheny) directing the Legislative Budged &inance Committee to do
an audit of the Game Commission’s Deer Management &rognd holds a second
meeting to hear the annual report of the Game Commigsie Local Government
Committee meets to considepuse Bill 2266Steil-R-Bucks) requiring watershed based
stormwater planningslouse Bill 201§ Freeman-D-Lehigh) establishing a tax exempt
property municipal assistance fund; the Intergovernmeitairs Subcommittee on
Information Technology meets to considieyuse Bill 1304(Fairchild-R-Mifflin) to
establish a Geospatial Coordinating Council; the TourisinRetreational Development
Committee meets to considépuse Bill 2035 Seip-D-Berks) establishing the
Pennsylvania Heritage Area Development Program-angse Bill 2043(Haluska-D-
Cambria) establishing the Snowmobile and All-Terrain Viendat.

Senate:the Environmental Resources and Energy Committee iatiwnal briefing on
DCNR'’s natural gas leasing policy; the Appropriations Cot@mitmeets to consider
Senate Bill 102q@Wonderling-R-Montgomery) updating the County Conservatictriot
law, House Bill 1589Evans-D-Philadelphia) Capital Budget for 2007-08.

Bills Introduced

These environmental bills of interest were introducedwieisk—
5
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Utilities Tax Reduction: House Bill 2236(Saylor-R-York) reducing the Utilities Gross
Receipts Tax.

Biofuels Incentive: Senate Bill 131 {Waugh-R-York) establishing the PA Farms to Fuels
Initiatives Act to promote the production of bioenergy crops

House Committee to Consider Audit of Deer Program, Game Comission Report

The House Game and Fisheries Committee will considesolution authorizing an audit
of the state’s Deer Management Program and hear th@lamport of the Game
Commission this week.

On Monday the Committee will considebuse Resolution 64@ evdansky-D-
Allegheny) which would direct the Legislative Budget angalice Committee to do an
audit of the Game Commission’s Deer Management Pmagra

On Thursday the Committee will hear a presentatiotherGame Commission’s
annual report fronkxecutive Director Carl Roe

The Majority Chair of the Committee is Rep. Edwardback (D-Schuylkill) and
the Minority Chair is Rep. Sam Rohrer (R-Berks).

Link: Audubon PA Tells Committee Forests Are Still DeqgradedlBg Many Deer

Informational Meeting on Deep Mine Safety Bill Set By Hous€ommittee

The House Environmental Resources and Energy Commattedwsled an informational
meeting on Wednesday on legislation that would updatadlesdeep mine safety law.

Senate Bill 949Kasunic-D-Somerset) was passed by the Senate in Fglamzis
now in the House Committee for action. The bill makesdreds of changes in the
Bituminous Coal Mine Safety Act, some designed to preaecidents like the one that
occurred in th&)uecreek Mine in 2002

The Committee is scheduled to hear an overview of theldéign from Scott
Roberts, Deputy Secretary for Mineral Resources Manage and Joe Shaffoni, Director
of the Bureau of Deep Mine Safety, both from the Depant of Environmental
Protection.

Rep. Bud George (D-Clearfield) serves as Majority Chiatihe@ Committee and
Rep. Scott Hutchinson (R-Venango) serves as MinorigirCh

Senate Environmental Committee Holds Session on DCNR OfBas Leasing Policies

The Senate Environmental Resources and Energy Comsutteduled an informational
meeting on Tuesday on oil and gas resource leasing gdiigithe Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources.

DCNR Secretary Michael DeBerardinis is expected teigeoan overview of the
agencies policies and the status of oil and gas leasiatatenforest land.

Sen. Mary Jo White (R-Venango), Majority Chair c¢ thommittee, introduced
Senate Bill 112that would require the Department of Conservation andrisla
Resources to hold a competitive public auction for al gas resources and take other
steps to develop domestic energy resources.

6
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Rep. Hutchinson (R-Venango) introduced similar legislatiothe House—
Special Session House Bill 32
Sen. Ray Musto (D-Luzerne) serves as Minority Cbhithe Committee.

Link: Joint Committee Releases Report on Oil and Gas he&¥perations

Other News

PEC, Nature Conservancy Call for Passage of Energy, Climate Chga Bills

In a joint letter to members of the General Assenily week, the
Pennsylvania Environmental Counaiidthe Pennsylvania Chapter o
The Nature Conservancalled on members of the General Assemb
to resolve their differences over renewable energlyciimate change
legislation and pass them quickly.

Both the Senate and House have now passed legisiation t
promote renewable energyspecial Session Senate Bil(MJ.
White-R-Venango) is now in the House &hokecial Session House
Bill 1 (DePasquale-D-York) is now in the Senate. The Hoaselso
passedouse Bill 2200(George-D-Clearfield) that calls on utilities t
reduce the demand for electricity.

In addition, the House has passéulise Bill 110(Vitali-D-Delaware) and the
Senate has pass&énate Bill 26qErickson-R-Delaware) requiring the development of a
state climate change action plan.

Brian Hill, President & CEO of the Pennsylvania Environtaé@ouncil and
William Kunze, Director, Pennsylvania Chapter The Natureséovancy, commended the
Senate and House for advancing “groundbreaking” legislatiaemewable energy and
climate change.

The letter notes that both sets of legislation wamldlement recommendations of
the stakeholder-drive@limate Change Roadm&EC released last June and help reduce
greenhouse gas emissions.

Both organizations said final energy legislation shoulthde significant
provisions on energy efficiency and demand side managebedtdr targeting for funds
going for pollution control technologies and provide a dediéanding source for energy
conservation, efficiency and alternative energy edoicand assistance programs that
could not be funded with bond financing.

The complete text of the letter follows:

- oy

On behalf of the Pennsylvania Environmental Council (PE@)the Pennsylvania
Chapter of The Nature Conservancy, we wish to commemlbees of the General
Assembly for advancing groundbreaking legislation for adtiewve energy development
and energy efficiency initiatives.

Special Session Senate Bill 1, Special Session Hoillse Bnd House Bill 2200
are significant steps toward a sustainable energy pblatywill generate considerable
economic returns for Pennsylvania, better ensure ouryaolitneet future energy needs
while reducing demand, and ultimately save consumers money

7
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Equally important, this legislation will help shrink greenke gas emissions in
Pennsylvania — our state alone currently accounts for appatedyrl percent of
worldwide emissions. This win-win scenario for our staggches the stakeholder-driven
recommendations of the PEC Climate Change Roadmapsesl last year.

As the General Assembly now begins to reconcile aisnef these different bills,
we wish to stress the following principles:

* Energy efficiency and demand side response — including thef gseart meter
technology and strong incentives for more efficieuitdings and appliances — are the
most immediate and cost-effective means for addressegg use and supply
concerns. The framework provided by House Bill 2200, whiclbksies
programmatic and targeted energy use reduction measurmetoish these
objectives, should be coupled with investment and made afpany final energy
policy adopted in Pennsylvania this year.

» If provisions relating to funding for pollution control peots are to remain in final
legislation, this legislation should ensure environmentadection objectives beyond
mere compliance with existing law. Both Special SesSimate Bill 1 and Special
Session House Bill 1 provide funding for installation ofiyadn control technologies
to help facilities comply with state and federal la@iven the substantial public
investment made under these provisions, we believe thauahyinvestment should
be specifically targeted for units that achieve measurabtegsponding environmental
benefits; for example, the removal and use of wastéfoom abandoned mine land
sites, or the attainment of measurable greenhouse gas@amisductions within
Pennsylvania.

» A dedicated funding source should be identified for eneoggervation, efficiency,
and alternative source projects. We support the use ottastial general revenue
bond to fund these efforts and to take advantage of agaretpportunities. We also
believe that a secure, long term funding source is neededher encourage
sustainable energy production and use — since bond fundingt denused for
anything other than capital projects, and additional impbrtaeds exist, such as
research and education. Creating such a funding sourdd ®aiso signal to capital
investment and related business interests that Pennsylvamatommitment to
advancing sound alternative and renewable energy opportusitiesenduring one.
Pennsylvania needs to make as large an investment initiiege/es as possible to
ensure we get the maximum benefits. In addition, sont@funding should be
targeted to an ongoing education program, because changingytpeople think
about and use energy is key to success. We also log&ridto future opportunities to
assist in the implementation of these new and vitalyortant programs, to help
ensure that alternative and renewable energy projectaaied out in an
environmentally-sensitive and ecologically-sustainable nranne

We also strongly believe that any discussion of enpaljgy should go hand-in-
hand with advancing bipartisan legislation to developraate change action plan for our
state. Senate Bill 266 (introduced by Senator EricksashHmuse Bill 110 (introduced by
Representative Vitali) both passed their respective bhagrlast year with overwhelming
support, but have not received further deliberation in 2008.

As we have emphasized since the release of PEC'aatéli@hange Roadmap
report last year, climate change will have a significaipact to our economy and overall
quality of life. Given that Pennsylvania is a majortcittor to greenhouse gas emissions

8
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on an international scale, it is incumbent on ouediabegin to meaningfully address this
challenge through already-demonstrated policies andigeact

We again commend the General Assembly for leadershipese issues, and urge
quick consideration and passage of comprehensive languageeiat the above-detailed
principles.

Penn State: Ensuring Food Security in a Changing Climate Workhop

A Global Plant Stress Initiative Workshwgll be held from April 6-
8, jointly hosted by Penn State, the University of Lek&hsted
Kingdom and thé&Vorldwide Universities Networat University
Park, Pa.

Climate change may limit global agricultural productivity
and economic development by placing crops under stress due t
rising temperatures and increased demand for water. Cigangi g
environmental conditions may also increase plant shess i%'f’
intensifying plant pests and diseases. ,‘;’M

At the workshop, international experts representing many —
different fields from climate modeling, through ecolotgyplant biology and systems
biology will address the challenges relating to plansstrilentify areas for potential
collaboration and map out potential responses to hiaiBenge.

Using the WUN framework, the researchers will meaeh#ke real progress about
how to meet the increasing need for food globally infélce of increasing risks to
agricultural productivity from traditional farming techniquebeTevent will have three
main themes: global climate change, agricultural prodtgtand plant stress, and the
molecular basis of plant stress.

The goals of the workshop are to identify research dodagion projects eligible
for seed funding from the WUN and establish a roadmafufare research and action.
"Stress is very important in plant biology," said Ybaa Lynch, professor of plant
nutrition at Penn State and workshop co-chair. "A pglander stress if temperature is too
high or too low, if there is too much water or too littfatpor there aren't enough
nutrients. Most plants on earth are dealing with sope of stress."

The Worldwide Universities Network, formed in 2001, comgxisading
universities in U.S., Canada, Europe, Australia and Asibgool their resources and
strengths to address topics of major significance, suahrakess technologies, poverty,
environment and climate change, contemporary sociepiggranics and global health.
The goal is for WUN partners to secure substantial sueontgovernment and industry
to sustain one or more major global collaborativeatites in this area.

In his research, Lynch focuses on solutions that aepm®ndent of infrastructure,
education and additional investment.

"If you look at poor countries in east Africa, people lineemote places without
electricity and have little contact with the outswderld or even their own government,” he
said. "But if you can them supply them with improved sebdsgrow better in harsh
conditions and produce more food, the women who plant avd tipese crops will
exchange the seeds with others, and over time a langdver of people will benefit.”
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The Penn State researcher is currently working on mniHeiicient seeds - for
maize and common bean, the staple crops in east Aftie will help plants grow with
less nutrients and water.

"Climate change models suggest there will be an inciedsenperature, and the
main effect on plant growth is going to be increased ddrf@nwater,” Lynch explained.
"As the temperature rises gradually, plants will use ugem@ter through transpiration.”
Lynch and his colleagues have identified certain root tifagtishelp plants thrive in harsh
conditions. He says breeders can select for thats &nd develop crop varieties that will
grow better in those harsh conditions.

"This has not happened before because the focus wassalwagaximizing yield
when there are enough nutrients and water available tolants. But what if there is no
fertilizer and irrigation?" Lynch said.

The new approach, he adds, is getting attention in thedJState and Europe.
"People in the West are starting to get concerned betaaisest of fertilizer is rising due
to higher prices of oil," he notes.

Penn State is a founding member of the WUN partnership hvgipians more than
3,000 students and scientists from 16 universities worldwide wdulding some of
society's most pressing problems, fueled by more than $46miii research funds.

"WUN therefore is well suited to address an issue @hthgnitude, scope, and
complexity of plant stress," says Lynch. "Understagdhe complex and highly variable
effects of global change will require the concertedréfbf international scientists to study
the varying and localized effects around the world anddcediat information with the
people of developing solutions."”

For more information, visit th&lobal Plant Stress Initiative Workshop webpage
contact Dr. Lynch by sending email {pt4 @psu.eduor calling 814-863-2256.

Highmark Pittsburgh to Go Dark to Support Climate Change Effort

Part of Pittsburgh's city skylinelighmark'sFifth Avenue Place and
Penn Avenue Place facilities, will go dark from 8 to 9.ppmMarch
29 joining hundreds of other companies around the world in the
World Wildlife Fund's Earth Hour Initiativby turning out the lights
in its facilities to support environmental initiatives.

"At Highmark, we're committed to being an environmental
leader because we know that creating a healthier envirdratss
helps to create healthier communities and healthier pésjplel
Byron Falchetti, president of Standard Property Corporatieeal
estate subsidiary of Highmark. "Turning out our buildingtgfor
Earth Hour gives us the opportunity to show this commitrtetite environment."

The facilities operate some 12,000 lights, which willloméd off for the hour. The
prominent Highmark sign on the top of Fifth Avenue Plau the blue spire will also be
turned off. Emergency lighting and lighting in occupiedaareill be left on for the safety
of employees, as well as retail patrons of Fifth e Place. The facilities are home to
approximately 5,000 Highmark employees as well as otheeddfic retail tenants.

The Highmark facilities will join the Children's MuseumRiftsburgh, the Andy
Warhol Museum and others locally to observe Earth Hour.

10
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More than 20 major cities have committed to join E&ttlur. Building and
landmarks from around the globe, including Coca-Cola heatigsan Atlanta, Sears
Tower in Chicago Golden Gate Bridge in San Francisco amwé,nwill be dark for the one
hour on Saturday.

Highmark's commitment to environmental leadership incladesriety of
sustainable, eco-friendly, green business projects tbaimed at creating a healthier
environment and healthier people. These include the opeddt@Bilver LEED certified
Data Center near Hershey, Pa., paper and utilitieseceation initiatives and the use of
certified green seal cleaning supplies in Highmark's feeslit

Susquehanna County Sawmill Cuts Fuel Costs $35,854 Over Two Years

S & D Lumber of Hallstead, Susquehanna County, has saved $35/&54dvo years in the
cost of diesel fuel and motor oil expenses by investireghigh-efficiency diesel
generator.

The savings were the result ofanall Business Pollution Prevention Assistance
Accountloan to finance an electronically controlled fuel ingetdiesel generator to
provide power to its sawmill. The new generator replabegktinefficient diesel engines
which had previously provided the power.

During the last two years, S & D has reported saving 9,264ngatibdiesel fuel
and 529 gallons of motor oll, as well as reducing air ermssi&® & D also increased its
production and reduced downtime and maintenance costs.

These changes resulted in a savings of approximately $35,8%tind years
since implementing their project. The company has acthigsgrojected payback
timeframe and the savings have already paid for theoftisé project.

For more information, visit thEmall Business Pollution Prevention Assistance
Account webpager contact Gene DelVecchio at 717 772-8951 or send e-mail to:
gdelvecchi@state.pa.us

DCED Helping PA Municipalities Cut Energy Costs

A small, state-supported change to traffic light technoletdjymean big savings for
dozens of municipalities in north-central Pennsylvana,Dbpartment of Community and
Economic Development announced this week.

SEDA-Council of Governmenta development agency serving 11 counties in
north-central Pennsylvania, received a $180,000 grant to helpo8@lyramall and rural,
municipalities cover the costs associated with havirgptwvert 200 traffic lights to light
emitting diode (LED), energy-savings technology.

LED devices require less maintenance, are more visibteprovide energy
savings that should pay for the changeover within threesy@ae process is expected to
be completed by mid-2009.

The grant, from Pennsylvanigsared Municipal Services Progrémelps to
promote cooperation among municipalities and encourages fffiorent and effective
delivery of municipal services. Since 2003, the program hasdad&7.6 million.

For additional information on funding sources availabl®é&nnsylvania
communities, visitvww.NewPA.comor call 1-866-466-3972.
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Nearly $1 in $4 of Income Goes to Buy Energy

It is not just the poorest households who are strugglipgyaheir energy bills or who are
affected by government energy policies, sagsericans for Balanced Energy Choices

A new study reveals individuals and families making thas $50,000 per year
will pay 22 percent of their after-tax income for enemyuble the burden of just a decade
ago. That means 2.4 million households in Pennsylvania g nsarly $1 of every $4 in
net earnings for energy, with energy costs now amiog the proportion for housing.

Poorest families suffer the most, using more than Balpgrcent) of their after-tax
income for transportation and personal energy, suchras heating and lighting. It is
only when families earn more than $50,000 a year that gperghases become a
manageable part of the family budget, dropping to just 9 peoferfter-tax income.

Energy prices have increased almost 19 percent in thegeast To compound the
household budget problem, food prices have gone up more pashgear than they have
in nearly 20 years, including an 18 percent increase inprikes and a more than 30
percent hike in egg prices.

"Part of the inflation in food costs is being attributec&dncouragement of ethanol
as an alternative fuel, which may be helping drive up pficeanimal feed and some
foods consumed by people,” notes Joe Lucas, ABEC exedlitector. "This is an
example of how energy policy can affect other parisusfeconomy and the family
budget."

"That's why ABEC is fighting to keep coal a part of the& oifi our energy
resources. It is much more affordable as a source dfietgccompared to natural gas or
oil, which can cost much more to produce each kilohattr of electrical power."

Since 2001 the increases in the costs of fuels forrigliggtare: 201 percent for oil,
80 percent for natural gas and 48 percent for coal.

In Pennsylvania, more than half of the electricity (5&emet) is coal generated,
compared to the national average of 50 percent, helpingtkeegpate's average price of
electricity per kilowatt hour at less than the natlanerage.

For consumers, the increases in the costs oféheirgy sources since 2001 have
been: 166 percent for heating oil, 123 percent for gasalthegercent for natural gas and
27 percent for electricity.

"As we work for energy independence and environmental ivgpnents, we
should remember that electricity, produced mainly fromekim coal -- including coal
from Pennsylvania -- has offered the most stable priee e past decade,” Lucas noted.
"One can only imagine what would happen to electricitygsrand the total energy cost
burden if ill-considered public policy drives unnecessarkatiohn in the cost of coal.”

ABEC supports cleaner and more efficient coal technetgvith Lucas pointing
out that the industry has reduced emissions by a thirdteeeigh coal use has doubled
during the past 30 years.

For more information, visit themericans for Balanced Energy Choices website

Wildlife For Everyone Foundation Announces Tipton Run StreamProject

The Wildlife For Everyone Endowment Foundatibas teamed up with the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service and PennDOT to implement a streartoration project to restore a
section of Tipton Run, Blair County.
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Severe storms in 2004 and 2006 began to severely erode ttsechasing
sediment to accumulate underneath the bridge. One landtvamidost 10 to 20 feet of the
bank along with trees and shrubs.

Approximately 950 feet of stream channel has been restorerww the channel
to its proper width. Construction also included five rockegand two long vanes to direct
high water stream flow away from the banks.

The project had multiple benefits: decreasing sedimentedsgiag bank erosion,
thereby protecting property trees and shrubs, and improvimtahéor birds and
mammals. The improvement also made the stream madicive for fish reproduction.
The rock and log structures provide areas for many aquatiespec

The project is located near the town of Tipton in B@ounty on SR 4021. In 1964
PennDOT relocated a portion of Tipton Run to accommaaaew roadway (SR 4021)
and bridge.

More information visit thé-oundation's website

Rachel Carson Forum Features “Hope for Polluted Waters” Docmentary

The April 18 Rachel Carson Forum on Future of the
Environment will feature the documentarifdpe for
Polluted Waterswith an introduction by Bucknell
University Professor Carl Kirby.

Produced by WVIA TV, "Hope for Polluted Waters"
tells the personal stories of volunteers working througho [
the coal-mining regions of Pennsylvania to clean up pollutg
from abandoned coal mines.

Historic coal mining practices have polluted more
than 4,600 miles of once pristine waterways, left mbaa t
200,000 acres of land scarred and barren, and left
communities with the burden. = ' >

While the problem seems overwhelming, and might make psugile accept
defeat - that's not what's happening in Pennsylvania. Papterning this problem
around, and in many cases, returning life to stream$itvat been dead for more than 50
years.

The film takes the viewer from the eastern anthraeig@n to the western and
north-central bituminous regions to explore the chakes people face when treating
AMD.

The story focuses on the people themselves; their pas$iastrations, challenges
and ultimately their triumphs over pollution. Dedicatirives these individuals - whose
goal is a better future. These are the stories this deatany shares.

The showing will take place from noon-1 p.m., April b&he Second Floor
Auditorium of the Rachel Carson State Office Buitgiilarrisburg.

The Rachel Carson Forum on Future of the Environmentmenthly mid-day
speaker/film series that seeks to stimulate discuss$immpmrtant environmental and
sustainable development issues.

The Department of Environmental Protection, Office olidy, the Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources, Office of Conserv&cience, and the
Pennsylvania Environmental Resource Consortium are organiasgeries.
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For more information on the screening, contact Marcud Kb717-787-4686 or
send email tomkohl@state.pa.us

Link: Hope for Polluted Waters Premier Attracts 250 at Bucknell

Volunteers Sought to Help Monitor for Invasive Zebra & Quagga Mssels

Pennsylvania Sea Grant, Mansfield University and the
Army Corps of Engineers are offering a special training
session for volunteers interested in joining the
PennsylvanigZebra and Quagga Mussel Monitoring
Network

The meeting will be held on May 17 from 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m. at Mansfield University of Pennsylvania,
Mansfield, Pa.

Volunteers will be asked to visit a high risk
location, such as a public boat launch or downstream fr
a known source of mussels, and report the presenceancabsf mussels each month of
the warm season (until about October). No prior égpee is needed - just an interest in
protecting our local waterways. All materials includinB\dD training video and
monitoring manual will be provided.

Why is monitoring important? Zebra and quagga mussels c&e ggeat harm to
the economy, aquatic ecosystems, and native clam argehpapulations. Zebra mussels
have shown-up in the Finger Lakes Region of New York ane mexently in the
Cowanesque Lake in Tioga County, Pennsylvania.

Since their discovery in the lake last May, Pennsylv&sa Grant has been
working with the Army Corps to alert visitors to takegaetions to reduce the risk of
transporting the zebras to new locations.

Only a few of Pennsylvania’s 12,000 lakes and 84,000 miles of ®raaninfested
with invasive mussels. The Pennsylvania Zebra and Quagga Mogitéeiwork is
sponsored by the Department of Environmental ProtectidiPennsylvania Sea Grant,
with the assistance of a host of partners, to heip #le spread of invasive mussels in the
Commonwealth’s rivers, streams and lakes.

Monitors are needed so that water users may be atertakle proper prevention
measures; whenever invasive mussels are found at a caofg an alarm is sounded so
appropriate steps can be taken - for example - to watargi®nd recreational boaters
leaving an infested location to properly clean equipmethigaar.

Zebra mussels have been present in the Great Lakestha mid-1980s when they
were introduced by freighters that had filled their ballasks with infested water in
Eastern Europe. Since then, zebra mussels have bespdrted to many other waterways
in the United States and have caused environmental haglauitions of dollars in
property damage.

Adult zebra mussels are small clam-like animals thatgraw to about two-inches
long. As the name suggests, most have a zebra-stripechgattthe shell. However, some
have faint bands. Microscopic larval zebra mussalded veligers, are free floating for
the first month of life before they attach to hardatces.
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Zebra mussels are capable of harming native musseldsangtihg food chains by
devouring the algae (microscopic aquatic plants) that supptive mussels and fish.
They can also clog utility pipes and industrial watéskes. In North America, zebra
mussels have few predators and multiply very rapi@gcause zebra and quagga mussels
are mobile and are transported in many ways, they dn@ag¢ potential to proliferate.

There is a very good chance that zebra mussels hield-hi lift into the
Cowanesque Lake attached to a boat or trailer tha¢diam infested lake before
launching. Adult zebra mussels can stick to the hullladat or any hard underwater
surface.

A boat moving from one body of water to another may e¢soy larval veligers
which can’t be seen by the naked eye. Veligers can suamiydoe transported in standing
water found in the live well, bilge, boat decking, traftaime, or a marine toilet.

Invasive mussels can also settle on any hard surfacepiddyrreduce the inside
diameter of an intake pipe or fill in the spaces imatboard motor, blocking the flow of
air or water. This can ultimately cause the motonerioeat.

Boaters, anglers, water-skiers, scuba divers, anceeaa@re urged to take the
following precautions to help prevent the spread zebraetsugad other aquatic invasive
species:

* While boating, avoid traveling through aquatic plants;

» Before leaving a body of water, remove all visible @afish, animals, and mud. Drain
all water from the boat, trailer and all other fishangd boating equipment before
leaving the water body;

» Before traveling to a new body of water, use a poweshemato clean your boat and
trailer. Alternatively, allow the boat, trailer, dwother gear to thoroughly dry for a
minimum of five days; and

* Always dispose of unused bait in a trash can. Doelease live bait into the wild.

To register for the workshop, send an e-mail with yame, address, phone
number, and e-mail address to: Ann Faulds, Pennsylvania &ag &ulds@psu.edwor
you can mail to Ann Faulds, 1350 Edgmont Avenue, Suite 2570, ¢hesta9013 or call
215-806-0894. Lunch will be provided.

For questions or more information, visit thi@nitoring Network webpager
contact Ann Faulds, 215-806-0894, or send emadftoilds@psu.edu

First Opening Day of Trout Season Online Video Teaser

Watch the Fish and Boat Commissionisine video teasdor
the first opening day of trout season on March 29 for esim
the Southeaster. The second opening day is April 12dor th
remainder of the state. For more, visit B Trout Season

webpage

Water Researcher Dr. Conrad Volz to Speak in McKean County Apl 7
The McKean County Conservation District and Penn Statgperative Extension are

sponsoring a special presentation by Dr. Conrad Volenstc director of the Center for
Healthy Environments and Communities, on April 7 in Bradiféta.
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The event will start at 6:00 p.m. at the Rice AuditoriimmRoom 107 of Fisher
Hall at UPB in Bradford.

Dr. Conrad Volz will give a presentation entitled, “Esgfenicity Levels in Three
Rivers Fish are Correlated with High Densities oi/&eOverflows”

Dr. Volz's research last year revealed high levelmefcury and selenium in
channel catfish at Kittaning and high levels of estrogdish in the Allegheny River near
Pittsburgh. Dr. Volz is studying the effect of sewagéhe river and the presence of
estrogen, antibiotics, and other material.

Dr. Volz said human waste containing drugs for hormonecephent therapy and
birth control is getting into the river, as are estregemicking chemicals such as laundry
detergents and plastics. “We know these chemicalsaaiedhan effect on fish,” he said.
“There’s an increase in the level of estrogen irthedies, and many male fish are
developing eggs in their testes.”

Local Extension Educator, Jim Clark, and McKean Corge&nv District
Watershed Specialist, Heather McKean, are very istedan Volz’'s work. They have met
with Dr. Volz and have offered to arrange a “contrt@sfor his study in McKean County.

To register for the April 7 presentation at UPB, pleams#act the Penn State
Extension Office in Smethport at 814-887-5613.

WPC's Allegheny River Sojourn Promises a Weekend of Scenery @diiscovery

Western Pennsylvania Conservancy is proud to be hostingitb@la\llegheny River
Sojournon June 21-22 through the federally designated wild and spertion of the
Allegheny River in Tionesta, Pa.

The trip will encompass 21 river miles over a span ofdays. The first day will
be 13 miles, with the starting point just below the didé Borough Access point
(Tidioute) and will end at Eagle Rock Motel (Tionesta)e Becond day will be an 8 mile
excursion from Eagle Rock Motel (Tionesta) to the g#laCanoe Access point
(President).

All participants will receive safety training and instroas prior to departure.
Registration fees include canoe rental and hauling, pars@msportation to and from
Eagle Rock Motel, guided environmental tours, food, beveragasks, and custom 2008
sojourn tee shirts.

Individuals must provide their own overnight accommodati®egistration:
$80.00 for 2 days & $50.00 for 1 day. The first 80 registranis@ibccepted, so RSVP
Today! RSVP must be received by May 30.

For more information and to register online, visit #ieegheny River Sojourn
webpageor to RSVP, contact Scott Millberg by phone 724-459-0953 X 104nok esenail
to: smillberg@paconserve.org

PA American Water Works Assn. Sponsors Pump and Seal Course

ThePA American Water Works Associatigsisponsoring a Pump and Seal Course
Training Course on April 10 in Harrisburg.

This is a unique opportunity for hands-on training in cargef pump disassembly,
troubleshooting and reassembly at the Harrisburg Bure®atdr facility. The workshop
is worth two continuing education credits.
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For more information contact Diane Cox, 717-774-8870 or eerall to:
dianecox@paawwa.org

Poster Contest Highlights International Compost Awareness WéeMay 3-10

To help celebratéternational Com