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Earth Day 36 Years Young

Yes, | admit, in 1970 during the first Earth Da
| wore my sandals and a tie-died t-shirt to
“teach-ins” on what | could do to cleanup the
environment.

Today, more people than ever want to
do the same thing—Ilearn how they can be better

environmental stewards at home, in school, atiE————
work and on the farm. I —

The surge in the number of watershed
groups alone is evidence Pennsylvania has a

thriving environmental movement of people Visit Our
who want to do positive things to protect the Il IR (=Bl {=I1 {014
environment. Support Your Sponsors

In 1999 we had barely 125 watershed
groups across the state, now we have over 400.

Thousands of people are monitoring
water quality, joining the Senior Environment
Corps and making pollution prevention and
energy efficiency their business.

An interesting piece in the Philadelphia Inquirer ttedapture some of today’s
“active environmentalist,” and | would recommend it to yBbades of Green — Today's
Young Environmental Activists

Earth Day is also about taking stock about wherere@ad where we need to go.

We’ve had tremendous success since the first Earthitaking the “big chunks”
out of the water and out of the air.

Today's environmental issues are often more subtle amtlidgolve the “big
polluters” of the past, although some still try to clinghe past. In many ways, each of us
has become “the polluter.” As a result, new toolsraqeiired to deal with these issues.

The generation that grew up with the first Earth Bagaw in positions of
authority in business, government, civic, religious,esstted and environmental groups.
You don't have to teach us that the environment is a tong.

You have to give us the tools to make it better through éduca little help now
and then and some great examples to follow.

Click Here to Visit Our

Professional Services Directory



http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/pages/professionalservices
http://www.philly.com/mld/inquirer/14326796.htm
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Just because we grew up with Earth Day doesn’t mean oufakidsxow our
grandkids) automatically have that same appreciatiothéenvironment and learning
about nature.

Every year there’s a new crop of Fifth Graders, aned&é& Graders and High
School and College kids wanting to learn about thddr irothe environment and how they
can improve their habitat.

We need to share with them the appreciation that wdajsaae over the last 36
years.

There’s plenty of work yet to do, so get to it!

NewsClip: Editorial: The Good Earth Depends on Us to Keep it Cl€aeen

Op-Ed: A World of Progress

Session Schedule
The Senate and House return to session April 24.

On the Hill

* Onthe Senate, House Agenda

» Senate/House Bills Moving/Introduced

» Bipartisan Bill Will Reduce Power Plant Mercury Emisss By 86 Percent

* Business, Labor, Coal Industry Coalition Supports Bipartidarcury Proposal
* Senate Committee Sets 2 Days of Hearings on CuttinguleEmissions

Other News

* 2006 River Sojourn Season is Here, Pick One of 16 Trips ahd Go

» Urban Watersheds Revitalization Conference Set for Ma& 19

» Little Toby Creek Benefits from $340,000 for Stream RestmraBrant

* $82,000 Grant to Study Turning Mine Drainage into Drinking Water&»o

* Source Water Protection Grants Help Communities Pra¥idaner Drinking Water
» Chesapeake Bay Trust Soliciting Proposals for Pioneert&ra

* Watershed Stewardship Guide Workshop June 1 in Mercer

* New Smart Watershed Benchmarking Tool Now Available

* EPA Publishes New "EPA Watershed Training Opportunities'ki&bo

* Information Sessions Set on Nutrient, Sediment Trad&weBts

* Pennsylvania USDA-NRCS Receives $2.7 Million to Protect Fandd

* President Bush Presents Youth Environmental Award to $mund8tudents

* PA Colleges, Universities to Get Help to Reduce GreenhBGasses

* Ribbon Cut on Westmoreland’s First Green Rehabilitat@hi@ercial Building
» PUC Approves Plan to Re-bid Pike County Electric Rates

* Hampden Township Receives Regional Award for Environmé&ragbrmance
» Pay a Visit to the 'Treevitalize Great Tree Jambaee'Plant a Tree

» Board OKs Anterless Deer License Allocations, GroupstFOut Deer Damage
* Allegheny PA CleanWays Sets Litter, Invasive Speciesa@ip for May 6

» Brian Hill Named President & CEO of PA Environmental Caln

* PA Chapter National Brownfields Association Meets May


http://www.zwire.com/site/news.cfm?newsid=16506180&BRD=1671&PAG=461&dept_id=17785&rfi=6
http://www.philly.com/mld/inquirer/news/local/states/pennsylvania/counties/philadelphia_county/philadelphia/14391841.htm

PA Environment Digest — Holston & Crisci

See & Hear
* Peregrine Falcons to be Banded During Live Webcast May 24

Feature
* Loyalhanna Watershed Assn. Recognized With Governor'sdwa

Go To the Watershed Awareness Month Events Section

Go To: PA Environment Digest Calendar Page

On the Hill

On the Senate, House Agenda/Bills Moving
Here's the rundown of what's on the calendars andmmittees—
Calendars

The House will start with these bills of interestitsnApril 24 Calendar&enate Bill 881
would tighten the definition of “blight” to prohibit locgbvernments from using eminent
domain authority to take private businessésiise Bill 1588providing for the fluoridation
of public waterHouse Bill 2067setting limits on state spending through a constitutiona
amendmentiHouse Resolution 66designating May as “Lyme Disease Awareness
Month;” andHouse Resolution 678esignating May as “Drinking Water Awareness
Month.

Committees

In the House,the Environmental Resources & Energy Committee meetsrisider

House Bill 2042increasing penalties under the Clean Streams Hawse Bill 1195that
makes changes to the program to help underground tank ownerdeipaiks; antbenate

Bill 868 increasing the forest land in-lieu of tax payment;Ageculture & Rural Affairs
Committee holds a public hearing on deer damage; and thepbréation Committee

meets to consideflouse Bill 2502setting a fee cap of $10 on vehicle emissions inspection
exemption test.

In the Senate,the Appropriations Committee meets to consldeuse Bill 2317
establishing the 2005-2006 Capital Budget for flood control, KegsRecreation,
Environmental Stewardship projects; and the EnvironmentalURes®and Energy
Committee holds a hearing on reducing mercury emissions ¢oal-fired power plants.

Senate/House Bills Moving

The Senate was the only chamber in session this weebranbill moved on the
downtown relocation law. Here’s the rundown.


http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=4261&SubjectID=
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/events/?varQueryType=Calendar
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/BI/ALL/2005/0/SB0881.HTM
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/BI/ALL/2005/0/HB1588.HTM
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/BI/ALL/2005/0/HB2067.HTM
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2005&sind=0&body=H&type=R&BN=0661
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2005&sind=0&body=H&type=R&BN=0679
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2005&sind=0&body=H&type=B&bn=2042
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2005&sind=0&body=H&type=B&bn=1195
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2005&sind=0&body=S&type=B&bn=0868
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/BI/ALL/2005/0/HB2502.HTM
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/BI/ALL/2005/0/HB2317.HTM
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Downtown Relocation Law: House Bill 218(Reed-D-Indiana) redefines “downtown” in
law requiring the Commonwealth to look at locating stéfieess in downtown areas was
amended and reported from the Senate Appropriations Caozemitt

Bipartisan Bill Will Reduce Power Plant Mercury EmissionsBy 86 Percent

Senators Mary Jo White (R-Venango) and Ray Musto (Detne) this week introduced
bipartisan legislation in the state Senate to reduceuneemissions from coal-fired
power plants by 86 percent.

“This legislation shows the strong, bi-partisan suppothé General Assembly for
reducing mercury pollution and protecting the health and veetibour citizens,” said Sen.
White, chairman of the Senate Environmental ResourceErerd)y Committee.

“This is a very important public policy issue,” said Mudbemocratic chair of the
Senate Environmental Resources and Energy Committag.irfiportant that the General
Assembly weigh in on how best to craft a plan to rednescury emissions.”

Senate Bill 120iwvould:

* Require mercury emission reductions of 86 percent over 193&iemirates, and 94
percent as measured from the coal content;

* Maximizes the co-benefits to be achieved under the GM#anterstate Rule (CAIR);

» Utilizes an emission allowance cap and trade prograowjging incentives for power

» plants to comply earlier and achieve greater emisgdacations; and

* Enjoys the support of a broad coalition of business, aagllabor associations

White noted that companion legislation was introduceBéy. David Reed (R-
Indiana) and Rep. Tom Tigue (D-Luzerne)ssise Bill 2610ast week with 120 co-
Sponsors.

In March 2005, the United States became the first natitime world to regulate
mercury emissions from coal-fired power plants. Stage® until November 2006 to
indicate to the federal government how they intend fement the mercury emission
reduction rule.

White and Musto strongly dispute the notion that tradingefcury allowances is
illegal.

“The EPA has determined that trading of allowances i®niytlegal, but
preferable in ensuring compliance in a timely and cdstgbe way,” said Sen. Musto.
“Absent a court ruling overturning this decision — which waatlteast ensure that all
states play by the same rules — it is shortsightetbnatilize a trading system to reduce
mercury emissions in the Commonwealth.”

The Senators further disputed claims that the fedemablilll permit generators to
simply purchase credits from other states, therebyautaing mercury emissions in the
Commonwealth.

According to information from the Department of Enviromtag Protection (DEP),
significant mercury emission reductions will come a®-denefit of plants installing
control technologies under a separate federal rulergdéiown as CAIR, or the Clean Air
Interstate Rule. CAIR requires power plants to furtlkeiuce emissions of sulfur dioxide
(S02) and nitrogen oxides (NOX).

Current DEP estimates project that 90% of the generafipgcity in Pennsylvania
will have CAIR control technologies by 2015.



http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2005&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=0218
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2005&sind=0&body=S&type=B&BN=1201
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2005&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=2610
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In an effort to downplay the cost of its state-sfe@lan, an April 17th DEP press
release claims its rule will not require utilitiestedke any additional actions beyond those
already required under the CAIR rule.

“Any honest discussion of reducing mercury pollution maskide recognition of
the significant mercury reductions which will be achieuaeder CAIR,” Sen. White said.
“To suggest that there will not be significant mercwaguctions is totally inaccurate. You
can't have it both ways.”

Mercury is a globally-emitted pollutant, with approximgtealf of all emissions
coming from natural sources, such as volcanoes and gelylerury emissions from
U.S.-based power plants account for approximately 1 peotatitemissions, with PA
power plants accounting for .09 percent of global emission

While a recent Centers for Disease Control and Pterestudy found that women
and young children do not have blood mercury levels which wealde adverse health
affects, the Senators nonetheless feel strong s@isddtion is necessary to reduce mercury
emissions.

They also stressed the importance of public educatiomgtiat significant
consumption of mercury-laden fish — not inhalation ofas required before there could
potentially be adverse health affects.

The Senate Environmental Resources and Energy Comimétsescheduled two
public hearings on how best to craft a state programdoce mercury emissions. The
hearings are scheduled for April 25th and May 2nd in e €apitol. State and federal
officials, as well as environmental, sportsmen, elegeneration, coal, and business
organizations are slated to testify.

More information on the hearings and this proposalpgbeSenate
Environmental Resources & Energy Committee webpage

NewsClips: 2 Bills Aim to Block Tough Mercury Standards

U.S. DOE Official Says Mercury Control Technology Asdie
Business, Labor, Coal Industry Supports Bipartisan MerBilty

Business, Labor, Coal Industry Coalition Supports BipartisanMercury Proposal

A coalition of business, labor and coal industry group®anced its support for bipartisan
legislation in the Senate and House that would draniigtiealuce mercury emissions
from power plants in a way that protects public healthdwes not threaten Pennsylvania
jobs.

“We support this common sense approach to reducing mercusgiens from
power plants because it will not only reduce mercury eomssaffecting Pennsylvania by
86 percent, but it also gives power plants an incentivéo-control emissions in a cost-
effective way that protects jobs and electric custonmePennsylvania,” said Douglas L.
Biden, President, Electric Power Generation Assmoriat

Senate Bill 1201, sponsored by Senators Mary Jo White (Ruygo) and Ray
Musto (D-Luzerne) anéiouse Bill 2610 proposed by Rep. David Reed (R-Indiana) and
Rep. Tom Tigue (D-Luzerne), were introduced this week.

The coalition supporting the proposal includes the:

* United Mine Workers of America;
* International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers;



http://www.senatormjwhite.com/environmental.html
http://www.pennlive.com/business/patriotnews/index.ssf?/base/business/1145524820167310.xml&coll=1
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/news/cwp/view.asp?a=3&q=503380
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/news/cwp/view.asp?a=3&q=503555
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2005&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=2610
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* Pennsylvania Coal Association;

* Electric Power Generation Association;

* Pennsylvania Chamber of Business and Industry;

* Pennsylvania Chemical Industry Council;

» Associated Petroleum Industries of Pennsylvania; and the
» Pennsylvania Manufacturers Association.

“This legislation will require electric generators to isvan estimated $360 million
annually in new air pollution controls, covering 90 petadrihe power plants in
Pennsylvania according to DEP, creating more new jobs,"Esbicard D. Yankovich,
International Vice President, United Mine Workers of Aicee “But unlike the rule
proposed by the Department of Environmental Protection|edislation would not force
the early retirement of more than 30 Pennsylvania powetspena a switch to coal mined
in other states.”

The Department of Environmental Protection has proposelg shat would
require a 90 percent reduction in mercury emissions andditiomal investment of $1
billion, but would provide no additional health benefits,aedang to information
developed by the United Mine Workers of America and thernat@nal Brotherhood of
Electrical Workers.

According to DEP, the health impacts of mercury eimmssfrom power plants on
people are indirect. The health threat comes fromplpesating fish containing mercury,
not from people breathing in mercury in the air.

“Studies show that 80 percent of the mercury consumed Bridams comes from
ocean and saltwater fish that would not be affecte@thyaing U.S. utility mercury
emissions,” said Donald Siegel, International Vice iesg, International Brotherhood of
Electrical Workers. “In fact, modeling studies show ¢hiervirtually no difference
between adopting the rule in this legislation and rgrout all power plant emissions. We
therefore doubt that a rule like DEP would adopt would lzyeimpact on fish advisories
or mercury exposure.”

A recent study by the U.S. Centers for Disease Cootnotluded women and
young children, the most susceptible parts of our populadimmnot have a level of
mercury in their blood that even approaches a level whakldicause adverse health
effects.

The risk of power plants switching to coal mined in othaests very real.

“Pennsylvania coal has twice the mercury content of froal other states,”
according to George L. Ellis, President of the PennsyMaaa Association. “If DEP’s
rule is adopted, power generators may have no choide loonsider switching to out-of-
state coal with a much lower mercury content to rtteetegulation, and good-paying coal
mining jobs will go with it.”

There is also a concern about the impact of unnecessatrols on electric utility
customers.

“A DEP rule requiring an investment of a billion dollacs hio discernible benefit
and adds new costs at power plants which have to be pamiigone,” said Gene Batrr,
Vice President Political and Regulatory Affairs, Pennsyilw&hamber of Business and
Industry. “And we are very concerned that ‘someond’lvei homeowners and businesses
who will see their electric bills increase unnece$gérihe Senate and House proposals
are not adopted.”
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For more background on proposals to reduce mercury ensssam power plants,
visit thewww.PaEnergyNews.comvebsite.
NewsClip: Federal Mercury Rule Will Export Jobs, Energy Dollars
EPA Mercury Rule Will Penalize PA Coal, Mining Jobs
Business, Labor, Coal Industry Supports Bipartisan Mercuty B

Senate Committee Sets 2 Days of Hearings on Cutting Mercurynissions

The Senate Environmental Resources and Energy Comimétsescheduled two days of
hearings on April 25 and May 2 on cutting mercury emissicra froal-fired power plants
in Pennsylvania.

Witnesses scheduled to testify on April 25 include: DEEr&ary Kathleen
McGinty; Doug Biden, Electric Power Generating AssacigtDr. Robert J. Wayland
from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency; NatWhcox, Energy & Clean Air
Advocate; and Melody Zullinger, PA Federation of Sportss€lubs.

On April 25 the Committee will also consider SenateoRe®n 259 that
designates May as Drinking Water Month.

The Committee is chaired by Sen. Mary Jo White (Ravigio), Majority Chair,
and Sen. Ray Musto (D-Luzerne), Minority Chair.

For more information, visit thBenate Environmental Resources and Energy
Committee webpage

In Other News

2006 River Sojourn Season is Here, Pick One of 16 Trips and Go!

m Sojourn season is herdJnpack those PFD's and dust
@1 Off you canoe. Longer days and warmer weather
§ means it is time to get on the water.

Paddle your favorite stream or explore a new
one. Enjoy nature's beauty and meet new friends
' while doing it.
_ The 2006 Pennsylvania River Sojourn Series
- will include 16 events and some 2500 paddlers from
' all parts of the mid-Atlantic region. Whether you
" enjoy the peaceful paddling of a lake or the action
packed thrill of rafting down a Class Il river, a

sojourn awaits you.

Each sojourn is packed full of entertaining activities ams$gmtations, which last
year attracted over 14,000 spectators. Fishing and boatinghdeatans and workshops
can help develop your techniques or serve as a refrésimdting to purchase a boat?
Several sojourns incorporate product demonstrations wioerean try the latest kayak or
canoe designs and accessories.

Enjoy the camaraderie inspired by outdoor exercise andaiomship. Bald
eagles, waterfowl, whitetail deer, and river ottersehall been sighted during past river
sojourns. What will you see?


http://www.paenergynews.com/
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/news/cwp/view.asp?a=3&q=503331
http://www.ahs.dep.state.pa.us/newsreleases/default.asp?ID=3905&varQueryType=Detail
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/news/cwp/view.asp?a=3&q=503555
http://www.senatormjwhite.com/environmental.html
http://www.pawatersheds.org/sojourn
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To find information about all of the sojourns, visit i®@\WR 2006 River Sojourn
webpage

Urban Watersheds Revitalization Conference Set for May 18 & 19

TheUrban Watershed Revitalization Conferemat be held in Philadelphia and
Villanova on May 18 and 19.

The Conference will feature presentations on projbeitswill demonstrate
stormwater best management practices versus standard stermvaaagement and
opportunities to monitor the impact of development oridbal economy, environment,
community, and neighborhood aesthetics.

Participants will have the opportunity to network withesthttendees, learn about
success stories and obstacles faced by other commuaitteparticipate in the first
Stormwater BMP Recognition Awards Ceremony.

For more information, visit thelrban Watershed Revitalization Conference
website

Little Toby Creek Benefits from $340,000 Stream Restoration Gran

Little Toby Creek in Brockway Borough and Snyder Townshipdrtheastern Jefferson
County were awarded a $340,000 grant by the Department of EnemalnfProtection
this week.

Although the stream is recovering, large amounts afseat have deposited in the
waterway’s channel from past mining practices. The prajg®EP will reduce erosion
and sedimentation, increase aquatic habitat, creatadnes of wetlands to improve a
discharge from a wastewater treatment facility andatestrate the application of this
natural design technique for other Pennsylvania commuroitesdd near a flood control
facility.

Natural stream channel restoration techniques are propatbel av3,000-foot
section of Little Toby Creek. The restoration will are a stable channel that minimizes
disturbances to stream biology and requires less mainte, providing an alternative to
conventional channel dredging and maintenance procedureshannel will transport
sediment more easily and provide good habitat for aquatic lif

In 2002, Brockway received a $50,550 Growing Greener granthiizta
streambank at four locations along Little Toby Creelh@eWpper Clarion River
Watershed. The project was one in a series to addréseent impact on flood controls
that protect downstream communities.

Link: Project Dedicated That Raises Rainbow Trout in Treated Mrainage

$82,000 Grant to Study Turning Mine Drainage into Drinking Water Surce

The Department of Environmental Protection awarded an $82,000i1¢ Greener |l
grant to the Jefferson County Conservation Distactttdy the feasibility of turning
discharges from abandoned deep mines into a municipal sugiply for Winslow
Township and Sykesville Borough.


http://www.pawatersheds.org/sojourn
http://www.greentreks.org/pec/conference.asp
http://www.greentreks.org/pec/conference.asp
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=4126&SubjectID=&SearchWord=toby
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Proceeds from the sale of potable water could eventuallyductaffset the cost
of treating the discharges, while also restoring wateitgualSugar Camp Run and
Stump Creek, both of which are badly polluted by mine water.

The abandoned deep mines discharges in the Soldier @hbFea flow at
approximately 3,000-gallons-per-minute and dump approximately 750 poldidsaved
iron each day into Sugar Camp Run. Although the wateraismautral levels for pH,
which measures alkalinity and acidity, the iron indiecharge Kills all aquatic life.

Treatment of the discharges is prohibitively expensive dtigetbigh iron content
and high flow rate. Space limitations at the site alesgmnt logistical problems for the
design and placement of a treatment facility.

The Jefferson County Conservation District will gise grant to pay engineering
firm L. Robert Kimball and Associates of EbensburgnBaa County, to explore the
feasibility of collecting and treating the dischargesuse as a municipal water supply to
help offset the cost of operating a treatment facility

The study is expected to take two years, exploring poss#signs for the facility,
costs for construction and operation, and potential cies®and uses for the water.

The Rochester and Pittsburgh Coal Co. conducted extengpendring in the
Lower Freeport coal seam in the Soldier Coal Fielchftbe late 1800s until the end of
World War Il. The Big Soldier Mine, which is the soudethe largest discharge, was
abandoned in 1934 before modern mining regulations were dnacte

Source Water Protection Grants Help Communities Provide Cleagr Drinking Water

SN

The Department of Environmental Protection this week
awarded 14 grants totaling $630,000 to help communities
protect their sources of drinking water.

Source water protection programs are locally
designed, voluntary efforts to protect drinking water
sources used by public water systems. The program
usually takes one of two forms: watershed protection for
surface water sources; and wellhead protection for

A
NIA
W. E )

Safe Drinking Water U Starts at the Source!

groundwater sources.

The grants are funded by the Drinking Water State Revolimgl set-aside.
Money is used by municipalities or community water systéo develop a local source
water protection program.

The projects promote a greater awareness of watershetmwotand provide a
complete picture of potential contamination sources, potht and nonpoint, along with
an assessment of their susceptibility as a threaetaw#ter supply.

For more information, visit thEource Water Protection webpage

Chesapeake Bay Trust Soliciting Proposals for Pioneer Grants

The Chesapeake Bay Trust is soliciting proposals f@Oits5 Pioneer Grants Program
which are due May 19.

The Pioneer Grants Program is designed to encourage @madterinnovative
ideas, creative partnerships, and cutting-edge projectadiiahce Bay restoration. This



http://www.dep.state.pa.us/dep/deputate/watermgt/wc/Subjects/SrceProt/SourceAssessment/default.htm
http://www.cbtrust.org/grantprograms.html
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year the Pioneer Grants Program will focus on bestagement practices in agriculture
and land development.

Grants of up to $150,000 will be awarded.

For more information visit the006 Pioneer Grants Program webpage

Watershed Stewardship Guide Workshop June 1 in Mercer

The DEP Watershed Academy, in cooperation with We&lermsylvania Conservancy,
will hold a free workshop on the newatershed Stewardship Guida June 1 in Mercer.
This training is intended for watershed managers, watesgresdalists, municipal
officials, planners, and watershed organizations.
The Watershed Stewardship Guide focuses on six compoaémtswhich will be
discussed at the workshop:

» Watershed Organization Development and Sustainabilityw téadentify key players
in your community and forge a cooperative and collabaraglationship to work
toward common goals that ultimately benefit your wdteds also addresses the
bottom line on how to maintain your organization;

» Securing Financial and Human Resources - How to ideatiflylocate financial and
human resources (private and government) to develop atenmapt your watershed
management plan;

* Watershed Assessments - Getting acquainted with andvdistg what is going on in
your watershed in terms of water quality and water queatitl the environment
within its boundaries;

* Developing the Watershed Management Plan - How to deettetailed vision and
strategy that identifies specific actions to restor@nmain, enhance, and protect your
watershed;

* Implementation - How to systematically carry out ptined projects using financial
and human resources efficiently; and

* Monitoring for Success - How to measure your success agaitadilished goals to
evaluate and quantify progress at regular intervals iodhg@nuing implementation of
your watershed management plan.

The workshop will be held from 9:30 am to 4:00 pm at the Peate Cooperative

Extension Office.

To register, please contact Western Pennsylvania Consglvanudsay Baxter at

724-459-0953 ext. 110, or by sending emailltexter@paconserve.org

New Smart Watershed Benchmarking Tool Now Available

The Center for Watershed Protectibas just published a Smart Watershed Benchmarking
Tool that takes lessons learned from around the countrigedpd local watershed groups
integrate them into their own initiatives.

The publication includes step-by-step guidance on how to letenine
benchmarking tool, detailed profile sheets that descritle @14 Smart Watershed
programs, including case studies, and more.

TheSmart Watershed Benchmarking Tool is available free graifter filling out a
brief identification form.

10


http://www.cbtrust.org/grantprograms.html
http://164.156.71.80/WXOD.aspx?fs=0442d740780d0000800008ab000008ab&ft=1
mailto:lbaxter@paconserve.org
http://www.cwp.org/
http://cwp.org.master.com/texis/master/search/+/form/Smart_Watershed.html
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EPA Publishes New "EPA Watershed Training Opportunities” Booklet

EPA has published a new 27-page EPA that highlights watenstieithg opportunities
sponsored by EPA's Office of Water and the Watershed Academ
The booklet provides brief information on EPA-sponsdiredtraining courses,
web-based training opportunities including webcasts, trainingriais such as documents
and videos, and watershed-related websites that aralaleaid EPA staff and others.
Copies of this booklet are available online

Information Sessions Set on Nutrient, Sediment Trading Beefits

McNees, Wallace & Nurick is sponsoring a series of imfation sessions to educate
businesses, local governments, developers and municipatigaghon the benefits of
water quality credit trading designed to help implemeatGhesapeake Bay Tributary
Strategy.

The sessions will be held from 8:00 to 11:00 a.m.:

* May 22 - Toftrees Golf Resort & Conference CenterteStmllege;
* May 24 - McNees Wallace & Nurick conference center, Bimeet, Harrisburg; and
 May 25 - Lancaster Country Club, New Holland Pike, lzeter.

Session presenters include Scott A. Gould, chair ofthditm’s Environmental
Law Group, environmental law attorney Alexandra C. Chiamyeind Charles M.
Courtney, who is a land use/real estate attorney.

The Chesapeake Bay Strategy is an effort to reduce Peansys nitrogen and
phosphorus contribution to the Bay and affects more3basounties.

To meet new standards by the 2010 deadline will require signtfupgrades of
public sewage treatment plants, which are expected tefleeted in sewage rates. The
strategy already has affected some development praejedtill affect potential
development in the counties that contribute to the Sirsguma River basin.

Registration is required. Contact Karen Swaringen, 7175230-or send email to:
kswaringen@mwn.com

Pennsylvania USDA-NRCS Receives $2.7 Million to Protect Falands

USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service ActingeSTainservationist Gary Smith
this week announced the availability of nearly $2.7 mmllio protect agricultural land in
Pennsylvania through tli&arm and Ranch Lands Protection Program

Proposals are due May 11.

"Preserving Pennsylvania’s prime agricultural farm lands helesisure a vibrant
future for American agriculture,” said Smith. "Once prteddyy conservation easements,
this land will be shielded from development pressure antincento support our safe and
abundant food supply."

USDA's Natural Resources Conservation Service is seekappsals from state,
federally recognized tribal and local governments and noergawental organizations
interested in working together to acquire conservatioareasts on farms and ranches.
NRCS is expected to announce final project selectionsne.J
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Since the program's inception in 1996, more than 22,000 acfasrofand have
been funded for protection in Pennsylvania. FRPP proteatisigtiee agricultural land by
purchasing conservation easements to limit conversi¢ariwfand ranch lands to non-
agricultural uses.

Using existing programs, USDA partners with State, tribalocal governments
and non-government organizations to acquire conservatiemeass or other interests in
land from landowners.

In this voluntary program, USDA provides up to 50 percenh@fappraised fair
market value of the conservation easement and Stdtl®eal entities can match that
amount, including the use of landowner donations.

The eligible farm must have the following componentsntain productive soils or
historic or archaeological sites; be part of a pendifey from a non-governmental
organization, state, tribe or local farmland protecpoogram; be privately owned;
covered by a conservation plan; large enough to sustacu#igral production;
accessible to markets for what the land produces; andusuled by parcels of land that
can support long-term agricultural production.

For more information, visit thearm and Ranch Lands Protection Program

webpage.

President Bush Presents Youth Environmental Award to Soud®n Students

President George W. Bush and U.S. EPA Administrator Stephéwhnson this week
gave President’s Environmental Youth Awards to 49 studemts &cross the nation,
including Students Against Violating the Earth from Souderton Ariegnt$chool,
Montgomery County.

These awards have been presented annually since 1971 tcshalents in
kindergarten through twelfth grade who develop projectshidlat protect local
environments and promote local environmental awarenebksimcommunities.

Each student receiving an award developed an innovativecptb@ promotes
awareness and encourages people of all ages to prote@mnhieanment through
community involvement.

The other winners come from Marshfield, Mass.; Brooklyry.N Augusta, Ga.;
Midland, Mich.; Fayetteville and Rogers, Ark.; Kansag/(vlo.; Ogden, Utah; Palm
Desert, Calif.; and Soldotna, Alaska.

For more information, visit theresident’s Environmental Youth Award webpage

PA Colleges, Universities to Get Help to Reduce GreenhaiS&asses

ThePennsylvania Consortium for Interdisciplinary Environmentdicly has received a
grant from the Sustainable Energy Fund of Central asteEaPennsylvania to support the
development of greenhouse gas inventories and reductioegidsain higher education in
Pennsylvania schools.

The grant program, to be administered by Wilson Collegépmvide software
and training that has been specifically designed for higtiecation to do greenhouse gas
inventories and reduction strategies.
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So far, five schools have expressed interest in particgpaCurrently, there are
about 100 schools in the U.S. participating in a sinpitagram.

The goal of the PCIEP program will be to get 10 schmoennsylvania signed up
in the first year with a goal of getting all 56 PCIERamls working on this within three
years. The first training session on the softwaredeas scheduled for May 19 at Penn
State.

This program will allow higher education to: use the cangsua laboratory to
teach students about where the GHG come from andh#ileeges in reducing GHG
emissions; share experiences with what works to redudg &@hissions at other schools,
harness the intellectual power in higher education todigut what works Some schools
in other parts of the US have developed very innovatnategiies to reduce energy
demand and GHG emissions.

For more information, contact DEP's Donald Brown, B Hirector, at 717-783-
8504 or send email torownd @state.pa.us

Ribbon Cut on Westmoreland’s First Green Rehabilitated Comrercial Building

This week state and local dignitaries; =
conservation, agriculture, and rural development
agency representatives; members of the
philanthropic community; and interested members
of the public gathered to cut the ribbon on the
“GreenForge” building.

They're called the event a “Green
Breaking.”

“Because this project is a rehab and not
new construction, we can’t technically call this a

‘ground-breaking,™ explained Greg Phillips, Larry Larese, executive directc
district manager/CEO of the Westmoreland Westmoreland County Industrial
Conservation District, one of the project’'s main Development Corporation; Kathleen
partners. “But it serves much the same purpose:McGinty, secretary, Pennsylvania
to publicly announce the project...recognize the Department of Environmental Protection;
people who are helping to make it happen -- its Tom Balya, chairman, Westmoreland
board, partners, and funders...and give everyone=@unty Commissioners; Gregory
look inside -- at the space available and some of - lips, district manager/CEO,

. . . Westmoreland Conservation District
the innovative approaches we plan to incorporate,
including the county’s first-ever green roof.”

In addition to Phillips, speakers included Kathleen McGiBgcretary of the
Department of Environmental Protection; Tom Balya, chawrofahe Westmoreland
County Commissioners; and Larry Larese, executivetireof the Westmoreland County
Industrial Development corporation.

TheWestmoreland Conservation Distramd its lead partners in the project, the
Westmoreland Industrial Development Corporation Ind. thie Katherine Mabis
McKenna Foundation, have named the 23,000-square-foot comhineritizng
“GreenForge And they set a goal of to rehabing the 1980s-era sheigt such a way
that is both efficient and sustainable.
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They plan to raise the conservation-quality of thedag materials, operating
systems, and design to a standard high enough to attain-Bireé certification from The
LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) GBaelding Rating System.
Members of the U.S. Green Building Council, represerdglhgegments of the building
industry, developed this rating system.

Among the many conservation features they plan to Inst@reenForge are:

» the first green roof in Westmoreland County (this ram@ally will be covered with
growing, green plants);

» ageothermal system for heat and cooling; and

» a photovoltaic array to supply some of the buildingécglcal needs.

GreenForge also most likely have the distinction of béwedirst building project
in the county to increase the number of parking spasssciated with it, while decreasing
the amount of impervious (paved) surfaces. GreenForgaatiéve this by retrofitting
the current asphalt parking lots with bioretention dédlsdscaped islands that work as a
catch basin to capture and slowly release rain andngelhow into the ground).

Not only will the conservation measures incorporated @GteenForge reduce the
impact of the building’s operation on the air, watgrgd man-made environment (e.g., less
water added to the municipal storm sewer system),alseywill serve as teaching tools to
help raise awareness of these practices and encoueageitter adoption.

“All of the conservation materials and technologesrporated in the building
and its grounds will be used in our outreach efforts,”liBhiexplained. “We will invite
area engineers, developers, earthmovers, architects,lerd wivolved in the building
trade, as well as local homeowners, to come to GregeRorsee these things in action
and to get information about how well they work.”

Even while the rehabilitation work at GreenForge is gan, tenants already are
signing up to move into the new spac¢&estmoreland PA Cleanwaya grassroots
organization that fights litter and illegal dumping and potes recycling; thgVestern
Pennsylvania Coalition for Abandoned Mine Reclamatagroup of that works to clean
up land and water damaged by past coal-mining practices in 2#ieimwestern
Pennsylvania; and the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Rdeaklopment agency, will
be the first to move in.

“We see GreenForge as a logical extension of whaddyreas become a
“conservation campus” along Donohoe Road,” Phillips s@idnohoe Center,
the conservation District’'s barn headquarters, the AmtdRSaxman Nature Park, and the
County Public Works building all have related missionsalhdre physically located side-
by-side along that roadway.

“We would like to use GreenForge to draw even more like-ndiradgencies to this
campus, so that we could have the benefit of regularybenaven daily — collaboration on
our efforts to restore and conserve the region’s natesalrces, and to support the
county’s number one industry, agriculture,” Phillips added.

Total costs to purchase and rehab the GreenForge buildimy@ected to be just
over $2 million.

A capital fundraising campaign launched late last yeardiaed some $960,000 in
support for the project to-date from a variety of soyrceduding the Katherine Mabis
McKenna Foundation; the Richard King Mellon Foundation;BEhergy Harvest grant
program of the Department of Environmental Protection\¥lest Penn Power Sustainable
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Energy Fund; the Westmoreland County Industrial Deva&m Corporation; Kim
Edward Miller, president of Wolf Lake Incorporated; andifamd Glance, architect.

The Westmoreland County Commissioners also have incl@deenForge on the
county Growing Greener Initiative project list.

Link: Westmoreland Conservation Campus Expanding to IncludeefG@ge”

PUC Approves Plan to Re-bid Pike County Electric Rates

The Public Utility Commission this week approved a retgdregation bidding program
for the Pike County Light & Power service territoryttitehopes will reduce the 129
percent rate hike experienced by utility customers there.

The Commission action stemmed from unique circumstaheg¢sesulted in Pike
County consumers experiencing unprecedented increasdssn The initial wholesale
auction process for purchasing power for those consunas sffected by many factors
including the timing of the auction, which occurred during pealirabgas prices;
minimal auction participants and no competitive retetivity in the area.

Retalil aggregation programs pool electric consumerdiéptirpose of purchasing
electric power collectively. An auction will be heldxheveek to determine who will
administer such a program for PCLP consumers. All@pdting bidders must
demonstrate the capability to serve residential consungerslicating adequate staffing at
service centers to field questions from residential coess.

After the Commission renews all of the bids, it magneaa winning Electric
Generation Supplier (EGS) on April 28.

Under the approved retail aggregation program, all Pike @dught & Power
consumers will automatically be enrolled with the wngnEGS. If they wish to remain
with PCLP, consumers will have to opt-out of theledggregation program.

Consumers should begin to receive notifications and eduedtnformation on the
program from PCLP and the winning EGS in May. Consunemopt-out of the program
at any time. Consumers will begin receiving service ftbenwinning EGS the first part of
June.

NewsClip: PUC Approves Plan to Lower Electricity Price

Link: PUC OKs Program to Help Pike Cope with 129% Electric Gusktase

Hampden Township Receives Regional Award for Environmental Réormance

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency presented the Hamipownship Sewer
Authority in Cumberland County with a regional award fecedlence in operation and
maintenance of its wastewater treatment facility.

The award honors the staff involved in the day-to-dayaiers of the facility, and
recognizes local officials for their commitment tointain and protect their community’s
environment. The authority is receiving the award in‘thedium-advanced” category,
which consists of facilities that treat between and 10 million gallons of sewage per
day.
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“Many significant improvements in our nation’s water dyatan be attributed to
better wastewater treatment. This award recognizesutiséanding job that people at
Hampden Township are doing with the maintenance and operdtibeir wastewater
treatment facility,” said Donald S. Welsh, regionadiranistrator for EPA’s mid-Atlantic
region.

EPA reviews data and inspects the facilities to deterrhmevinners of this award.
Award recipients are selected for their performanammplying with wastewater
discharge permits, maintenance management, laboatactices, personnel training, and
public awareness needs.

Welsh said the management and staff of the treatmant ate to be congratulated
for their professionalism and determination.

Pay a Visit to the 'Treevitalize Great Tree Jamboree' and Rint a Tree

Residents of southeast Pennsylvania are invited to cededpeig at one of five
TreeVitalizeGreat Tree Jamboree events and receive a rebapetof$25 to plant a tree at
home.

The Department of Conservation and Natural Resourceshwpearheads the
public/private TreeVitalize effort to plant 20,000 trees infthe-county Philadelphia area,
is partnering with the Pennsylvania Horticultural Soca@tythe tree jamborees. The
rebates being offered are for southeastern Pennsyhesigents and cover 25 percent of
the cost of a tree purchased, up to $25 dollars.

There is a Great Tree Jamboree event in each ditheounties this spring:

» Delaware County: April 22, 10 a.m. to noon, at the Rose Tree Park Earth Da
celebration, Media. Local officials will plant ae#. A tree sale, plus tree care and
maintenance tips will also be offered.

* Chester County: April 29, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., at the Warwick Outdoor FeS¥arwick
County Park, Pottstown. There will be several familgiated activities and
demonstrations at the event. A tree sale, plus tneearal maintenance tips also will
be offered.

* Montgomery County: April 29, 8 a.m. to 11 a.m., at the Hatfield Community Eart
Day at the Public Works Complex in Hatfield. This isoanenunity service day
involving local Boy Scout troops and volunteers. Rebatgans for trees will be
available.

* Bucks County: May 6, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., at the Peddlers Village Strawlbeestival
in Lahaska. Visit the festival for children's activitiege care demonstrations and a
tree sale.

* Philadelphia: , May 14, 10 a.m. to noonat the Friends Hospital GarderaDB&yiends
Hospital on Roosevelt Boulevard. The event includesdaee and maintenance tips,
public tours of the hospital grounds and a plant saleeigteenhouse.

Other TreeVitalize partners are the state Departoielhvironmental Protection,
Aqua Pennsylvania, Philadelphia Eagles, PECO, U.S. Forest&dennsylvania
Horticultural Society, Morris Arboretum, William Pefoundation, Pennsylvania
Landscape and Nursery Association, Penn State Coopdeatiersion, Fairmount Park
Commission, and county and local governments.

For more information, visit théreevitalize website
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Board OKs Anterless Deer License Allocations, Groups Poirdut Deer Damage

The Board of Game Commissioners this week approved lasddicense allocations for
each of the 22 Wildlife Management Units based on meamnis of deer health; habitat
health; level of deer-human conflicts based on DMAPi@pgétion; and recent population
trends.
A listing of the approved allocations for each WMU isiklde online
At the same time, the PA Landscape and Nursery Assmti@&range, Audubon
PA and others commended the Commission for its recéionao release an
Urban/Suburban Deer Management H@mncomment.
Each group gave examples of how an over abundance ohdssmne areas have
damaged nursery operations, farms and forest habitat.
The House Agriculture and Rural Affairs Committee heélfitst of two hearings
on the damage caused by two weeks ago, and the secondrig cgnon April 26
For more information on the measurements used to deteda@reand habitat
health, see thBeer Management webpage
NewsClips: Reproduction Rates Key to Deer Management
Thinning Deer Herd
PA Deer Cutback Continues
Outdoors: Emphasis on Habitat Growing in Deer Manag¢me
Game Commission Relies on Habitat, Health in DedtAlent
Deer Management Program to Continue

Allegheny PA CleanWays Sets Trash, Invasive Species Cleanup fbay 6

PA CleanWays of Allegheny County, lnand the Mt.

PA Washington Community Development Corporation have
scheduled a cleanup for May 6 in Mt. Washington,
Pittsburgh.

The cleanup will involve the removal of household
waste, furniture, appliances, construction debris, aed tir
from an approximate 200 yard stretch of wooded hillside
within the newly created Grand View Scenic Byway Pdrkaddition to cleaning up the
site, volunteers will work to remove invasive speciesiftbe cleanup area and plant
native species.

“This cleanup is part of an ongoing effort by PACWAC tcaurage preservation
and stewardship of the greenways within Allegheny Coussid PACWAC Board
President, Ginette Walker Vinski. “It is time to restoine natural beauty of the steep
wooded slopes along Williams Street that have long beerednby garbage and
debris.”

“We’re thrilled to have DCNR funding and the partngoshii PA CleanWays of
Allegheny County to help with this truly large-scale olg@a effort; one of a series of
ongoing partnerships that will help us create a worldsatéty park for current and future
generations to enjoy,” stated Lynne Squilla, PresideMWICDC.

Volunteers will meet at 9:00 a.m. in the parking loLafTavola Italian Restaurant,
1 Boggs Avenue, Pittsburgh 15211. Lunch will be provided. Vodustewust be a

CleanWays
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minimum age of 16 and must able to traverse steep terfais site is rated as “more
difficult” in terms of ease of cleanup. Volunteerssll wear long pants, long sleeves and
sturdy shoes.

Funding for this project was provided through the Departmie@baservation and
Natural Resources.

For more information or to volunteer, contact LeelétaPA CleanWays of
Allegheny Countyat 412-381-1301 gracw_ac@hotmail.com

Brian Hill Named President & CEO of PA Environmental Council

ThePennsylvania Environmental Counal leading voice for
Pennsylvania’s environment for nearly four decades, this week
announced the selection of Brian J. Hill as the org#iniza new

« President and CEO.
&, @%ﬁ‘ Paul King, QEP, Chair of the group’s Board of Directors,

i  Stated that “Brian is clearly the right person to l&a@s organization

as we step up the pace of environmental advocacy in Penmisylva

Brian knows the organization and he knows Pennsylvania. W

believe that this knowledge is essential for our new @kEke

successful.”

In response to his appointment, Hill stated that, “The

Pennsylvania Environmental Council is the premier environrhenta
group in the state. No other organization can matclgeographic coverage or
organizational capabilities to identify conservation oppotiesand implement solutions
on a regional and statewide basis. We are blessed nvahbtatanding staff and a top notch
board of directors. | am honored and delighted thaBoard has tapped me to lead this
organization.”

Hill added, “I intend to build on the good work of our previdussidents and
directors. Throughout the Commonwealth, we will caungi to accomplish our goals
through partnerships with individuals, businesses, and, leegaibnal and statewide groups
that share our commitment to resource protection. Qaeatsen through cooperation
remains a driving force for the Council.”

In speaking of the board’s reasons for choosing Hilgkstated that “Brian has
worked in this state and in this field for close to ttyeyears, dedicating his career to
furthering the environment, sustainable development, and vamgythe quality of life for
all Pennsylvanians.”

He also focused on Hill's experience as an advocatduandraiser, his
commitment to the Council, and knowledge of Pennsylvangssurces as key reasons for
his selection.

Hill's resume includes non-profit and government expegera 2004 and 2005,
Hill served as an executive senior policy adviser to GaweEd Rendell on environmental
and transportation issues.

He has also served as PEC's Vice President for VMattssDirector of the award
winning French Creek Project in northwestern Pennsylvamiacfr of the Council’s
Western Pennsylvania Office in Pittsburgh, and Directétedearch and Education for the
Council in Philadelphia.
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Hill has an extensive background in public policy, interaciity the
Pennsylvania Congressional delegation, the General Asgeamiol Republican and
Democratic Administrations.

Hill also served on Meadville City Council for ovex siears, where he was
particularly interested in downtown revitalization ardm®omic development issues.

The Council’'s Board of Directors worked with Dewey & KagePittsburgh based
firm, to conduct a nation-wide search for a CEO.

Over forty qualified individuals from across the countpplged for the position
which opened when Andrew McElwaine, a highly regarded envirotahieader, took a
position with the Conservancy of Southwest Florida.

McElwaine noted that Hill “is extremely qualified to prot&®ennsylvania’s natural
resources. He knows the state and its people, he’s tedpec¢he Capitol, and he has vast
knowledge of the state’s lands and waters.”

Joanne Denworth, former PEC President & CEO and spal@my manager in
Governor Rendell's office praised Hill's appointmenBrian was the first person | hired
when | was President of PEC, and he remains high omstryflas one of the best persons
| have ever worked with.”

King affirmed this sentiment and added, “In the past yeabtard of directors has
reaffirmed its commitment to our advocacy and projemtkw Now we are prepared to
take this work to a whole new level and share this messlgewhole new group of
individual and business supporters who will make our work plessi

Throughout the upcoming fiscal year, the Council will roseries of regional
events for friends of the organization to gather arat Bbout future initiatives and
endeavors.

For more information, visit theA Environmental Council websitéviost recent
newsletter.

PA Chapter National Brownfields Association Meets May 9

Meet other brownfield professionals and hear updates dratie Recycling Program
from thePA Chapter of the National Brownfields AssociatamMay 9 in Johnstown.
In addition to informative briefings and networking opportesitihere will be a
tour of local brownfield sites, including: Cambria Iron kg the Franklin Mills site and
the Johnstown High School Athletic Field/Trojan Stadliu
For more information, visit theA Chapter of the National Brownfields
Association website.

See & Hear

Peregrine Falcons to be Banded During Live Webcast May 24

The Department of Environmental Protection and the Game
Commission will hold their annual Peregrine Falcon bag@vent
& on May 24 and will webcast the event live from therisburg
Falcon webpage
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The event will be held from 12:30 p.m. to 2 p.m. on May 24henRachel Carson
State Office Building’s auditorium in Harrisburg.

Although not a public event, DEP is inviting midstate teashnon-formal
educators and students to attend where biologists willwnaig band the newly hatched
nestlings, called eyases.

When the falcon eggs hatch, the young falcons will “pipdugh their shells, after
which the female will eat the shells to clean thd aed regain calcium. On May 24,
biologists will retrieve the young peregrines from tlestrdocated on the 15th Floor of the
Rachel Carson State Office Building.

Students and teachers will witness the biologists pdean alphanumeric metal
band around the left leg each of the eyases’ withcafiaspecific code. The band code
will be used by wildlife officials to monitor the birds @nthey leave the nest. In addition,
a U.S. Fish and Wildlife band will be placed on the egagght leg registering each on a
federal banding database.

This banding is a unique opportunity for teachers and stuttentsness firsthand
wildlife management techniques to reintroduce and monidamgered species in the
Commonwealth.

To register for Peregrine Falcon banding event, mid-s@tieators should contact
DEP’s Environmental Education and Information Center at 7171642 or send email to
adevine @state.pa.usy May 17.

Space is limited, so registrations will be accepted finstacome, first-service

basis.
For more information, visit thelarrisburg Falcon webpage

Feature

Loyalhanna Watershed Assn. Recognized With Governor's Award

Environmental Protection Secretary Kathleen A.
McGinty this week honored the Loyalhanna
Watershed Association for operating the state’s only
. privately run e-cycling program, which provides a
convenient location for residents to dispose of small
household, office and computer items free of charge.

The Association was one of 12 winners of the
Governor’s Award for Environmental Excellence,
announced April 12.

“The Loyalhanna Watershed Association is at
the forefront of electronics recycling in
DEP Secretary Kathleen McGin  Pennsylvania,” Secretary McGinty said during a tour
and Drew Banas, Executive of the facility. “By providing a way for residents to
Director, Loyalhanna Watershed  gafely recycle outdated electronics, the associagion i
Assn. DEP Photo ensuring the safe management of hazardous
components and enabling the recovery and reuse of

valuable materials.”
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Since the start of the Loyalhanna Watershed Associat&®aycling program, more
than 76 tons of electronics have been recycled. Omgeethe program -- which attracts
recyclers from as far away as Fox Chapel, AlleghenynBg and Indiana, Indiana County
-- recycles 275 computers and 225 televisions each year.

Electronics differ from traditional aluminum can and spaper recycling efforts in
that electronics contain materials that can be lazerto the environment, including lead,
mercury, silver, chromium, zinc and cadmium. These tmaterials can present
environmental and public health problems. E-cycling reduceartizint of toxics entering
the waste stream, saves landfill space and conseata@shresources.

The association’s e-cycling program is now one of jushFennsylvania, and the
only one run by a private organization. As of last fallydlbanna’s program was one of
only four free permanent electronics recycling centetbarstate.

“The association’s efforts offer residents insigiotéielp them not only minimize
pollution and create a better environment, but also to sufigpoegconomy by helping to
build the market for recycled products,” Secretary Mcgaatid.

Pennsylvania’s recycling industry is a leader in employnpa,oll and sales
numbers. More than 3,247 recycling and reuse businesses andatigas generate more
than $18.4 billion in gross annual sales and provide jobwdoe than 81,322 employees
at an annual payroll of approximately $2.9 billion. Thesgiesses add more than $305
million in taxes to the state treasury.

In 2004, nearly 4.8 million tons of waste was recoverdeeinnsylvania. The
economic value of remaking that waste into new and upedalucts exceeded $113
million. Communities avoided more than $259 million ispdisal costs based on the
estimated statewide average disposal cost of $54 per ton.

Link: 12 Winners Announced for Governor’s Environmental Excellengard

Quick Clips

Here’s a selection of NewsClips on environmental tofpaxs around the state.

Concern Growing Over Lack of Rain

Eco-Coup Fires Students’ Dreams

Students Get Message from Rachel Carson Performance
Ridgeway Schools Applauded for Pioneering Food Waste Regycl
Episcopal Academy Joins Environmental Program

Perkasie Eyeing Wind Energy

Lehigh U. Fired Up Over Alternative Fuels

U.S. DOE Conducts Energy Savings Assessments

U.S. Greenhouse Gas Inventory Report Released

Pittsburgh’s Convention Center’'s Conservation EfforéaséiBroad Impact
Shades of Green — Today’s Young Environmental Activists
Residents Swept Up in Great PA Cleanup

Great PA Cleanup Will be Staged Saturday

Lawmaker Wants to Add Fee to New Homes

Lehigh Municipalities to Discuss Regional Plan
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Southern Alleghenies Counties Work Toward Plan Developme
Coplay Take a Walk for Nature, Earth Day

Local Conservation Groups Join to Celebrate Earth Day

Photo Contest Runs as Part of Earth Day Celebration

Editorial: Organic Farming Offers Societal Benefits

State Unplugs Workers’ Appliances

Reproduction Rates Key to Deer Management

PA Deer Cutback Continues

Outdoors: Emphasis on Habitat Growing in Deer Management
Game Commission Relies on habitat, Health in AntdsriBeer Allotment
Deer Management Program to Continue

To Save River’'s Egrets, Herons, State Takes on “Dexdl’'B

Rendell Halts Philadelphia Riverfront Projects

Editorial: Eminent Domain

Ethanol Reality Check

New Law Aims to Protect Farmers, Targets Eco-Terrorism
Environmental Advisory Council Distributes Information ldazards to Children
Conservancy Secures Land Near Cranberry Bog

PSU Honored for Pollution Controls

Watershed NewsClips

Read a sampling of NewsClips on watershed topics froomdr&ennsylvania.

Saving Valley Creek for Wild Trout

Big Spring Creek Making Come Back in Trout World
Susquehanna Off Endangered Rivers List, But It Does Not MsaDK
Clarion River Plan Hits Snag

Westmoreland Tour Highlights Conservation Efforts

Butler County Farmers Take Advantage of Conservatiogmam
Trout Anglers Catch Challenge in Creeks

Shad Tournament Reels in New Anglers

To Save River’'s Egrets, Herons, State Takes on “Dexdl’'B
Dams to be Removed on Perkiomen Creek

Nutrient Reduction Technology Conference Held

Watershed Awareness Month Activities

This special Calendar section is devoted to activiti@sggon in and around Watershed
Awareness Month in May. If you have events to add, Hesh to:
DHess@HolstonCrisci.com

Beaver County

* April 29, May 6, 13, 20, June 3-Tire Collection Eventat various locations around
the county starting at 9:00 a.m. at all locations.
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* April 22 — Route 68 at Industry Borough Clearfopm Sebring Road to Barclay Hill
Road. Meet at Merrill's Landing Restaurant at 8:30.

Blair County

* May 12— Water Festival sponsored by thieir County Conservation Districthe
Altoona City Authority, the Allegheny Ridge Corp and Ibeatershed groups to
educate the public of all ages on the value and nece$gitgtecting water through
fun indoor and outdoor activities. Contact: Becky Albawgfl®-696-0877 ext. 5 or
send email toamericorps@blairconservationdistrict.org

Bucks County

* April 22 — Neshaminy State Park Cleanup. Meet at State Pdide@t 9:00. Contact:
Sue Snyder, 1-877-772-3673 or send ema#soyder@pacleanways.arg

Centre County

o April 22 — ClearWater Conservan@nnual Watershed Clean Up day, State College.
Contact Becky Dunlap &tecky@clearwaterconservancy.ooy at 237-0400 for more
information.

* May 1- 6 —ClearWater Conservanay sponsoring the Beatty Memorial Arbor Day
Planting of a 500-foot long riparian buffer at the Staddlege Elks country Club.
Volunteers are need to plant 600 native trees and siR® for May 6 by calling
717-237-0400 or emailingatie @clearwaterconservancy.arg

Erie County

* April 24-28 — Earth Force Storm Drain Stenciling Week — Call 814-835-8069 to
participate

* May 3 — Earth Force Annual Youth Summit, Presque Isle Statie PCall 814-835-
8069

* May 20- 4th Annual Bike Around the Bay event for Earth Foragtlygrogram, 10,
30 and 50 mile routes - all proceeds go to Earth Force yoogngmn — Call 814-835-
8069 orbab@lea.earthforce.org

* For more information on Erie County events, send etoaismith@|lea.earthforce.arg

Fayette County

* May 8 —Fayette County Children’s Water Festival. Penn State Fayette-The Eberly
Campus. 1,000+ sixth graders will hear presenters, patadipaemonstrations and
visit exhibitors organized by 150 volunteers and is funded b tmservation District,
Western PA Conservancy, local water suppliers, wagergroups, school districts,
DEP, Ohiopyle State Park and local businesses. Cohtatherdfowler@yahoo.com
NewsClip: Fayette Water Festival-GreenTreks Network

Greene & Washington Counties

* April 30 —Wheeling Creek Watershed Conservaholds its annual Spring
Wildflower Walk and Enlow fork Spring Extravaganza neantVRidge on
Gamelands 302. Migratory bird, wild flower, tree and bélftédentification along
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with other critters with background presentations on waéergonservation topics.
Contact: 724-627-7871 or send emaildoelson@agreenepa.net

Lancaster County

May 9- Lititz Run Watershed Allianc¥Vatershed Dayfor 350+ 5th graders in
Warwick School District spend a day filled with conséiawetland/watershed
information and activities. Volunteers from numerbusinesses and organizations
who volunteer every year. Lancaster County Conserv®istrict, Susquehanna
River Basin Commission, Game Commission, Johnsoahfason, Merck, Severn
Trent, Lititz Sportsmen’s Assoc. Trout Unlimited, and mumaus others sponsor the
event. This event is not open to the public limited tocthilelren and their teachers.

Monroe County

May 20 —Tobyhanna Creek/Tunkhannock Creek Watershed AssoclMetland Tralil
Ribbon Cutting. Pocono Mountain West High School. 10:00 £ontact: 570-643-
2001 or send email tonlord@ptd.net

May 20 —Aquashicola Pohopoco Watershed Conserv@pgn House. Polk
Township Park (Rt. 534 in Kresgeville). 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 foontact 610-681-
4873 or send email tanfo @apwc-pa.org

May 21 —Bank and Stream Life in Our Watershed Prograrhibsth Poocono CARE
Learn how you can help to preserve this heritage by \gsitia Thornhurst Volunteer
Fire & Rescue Company Annual Auto, Truck and Motorcycle Shd@00 a.m. to
3:00 p.m. Contact: 570-472-3274 or send emaiNfd@CARE @att.net

May 27 —Brodhead Watershed AssociatiRiver Ramble Ill. Pick up your map and
directions and set off on this self-guided tour of cresks other waterbodies in the
Broadhead Watershed. An “after-Ramble” gathering isr@d at 4:30. Meet at the
Barrett Friendly Library in Mountainhome at 1:00 p.m. n@at: 570-839-1120 or send
email to:brodheadwater@enter.net

Montgomery County

May 6 —Green Valleys Association Envirofest Family Fun FRestiA 5K run, birds of
prey, music, environment-friendly living demonstrationsiveaplant sale, displays
and food will all be part of the fun.

Philadelphia County

April 22 — Poquessing Watershed Cleanup, Philadelphia. Meet atféirdAve. and
Hegerman St, behind 7-11 at 9:00 a.m.. Contact: Sue Sny8&r,-172-3673 or send
email to:ssnyder@pacleanways.org

May 6 —Tookany/Tacony-Frankford Watershed Cleanups, Philadelphéet at
Bingham St. & D St and look for cleanup signs at 9:00 &wontact: Sue Snyder, 1-
877-772-3673 or send email tesnyder@pacleanways.org

May 23 —Saylor Grove Wetland DedicatipRhiladelphia Water Department. Lincoln
Dr. & Wissahickon Dr. and Rittenhouse Ave, Philadelpl@eB:00 p.m. Contact:
Tiffany.Ledesma@phila.go215-499-3756.
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Venango County

* May 13- South Sandy Creek Watershed Associatimycling and reptile prograat
the Mineral Township Building along Rout 965. Contact:evial Tarkowski at 814-
425-7308 or send email tpenguind2 @earthlink.net

York County

e April 22 — York County Stream Steward Cleanup Day, 9 am to 1 prtipheu
locations: The locations are: 1) PPL’s Susquehanna Rivar Bmess Area on Wago
Road, E. Manchester, 2) Outboard Boating Club, PequeauBby Lancaster County,
3) Lock 12 Public Access Area, Holtwood, York County, 4) \giteek at Chestnut
Hill Road, York Township, and 5) Willis Run, Lincoln Pafkity of York. Please
contact Gary R. Peacock at 717-840-7430 or by emaibpéacock@yorkccd.orgo
register.

* April 30 to May 7 —National Soil & Water Stewardship Week

* May 2-3- York County Envirothon grades 7 & 8 and 5 & 6

* May 5 - Greater Hanover Alliance hosting Regional WatersheteEtion Workshop
for Municipal Officials, 8 am to 4 pm, location TBA

* May 9- York County Envirothon grades 3 & 4

* May 9- York County Envirothon grades 3 & 4

* May 13- Restoration Monitoring Workshop, 8 am to 4 pm, at F&ate York

* May 18- CCWA'’s 9th Annual Meeting, 7 pm, at York Water Compardke
Redman facility

* May 22- What's the Big Deal about Invasives? Workshop, 7-9 pmiN®ERX,
sponsored by MAEscapes

For more information on York activities is availablerfr Gary Peacock, York
Watershed Specialist, by sending emailG@eacock@Yorkccd.org

Regulations

The Department of Environmental Protectirblished proposed regulatioclsanging
storage tank requirements for commegfaB page 1851). Comments are due June 29.

Pennsylvania Bulletin — April 22, 2006

Comment Deadlines: Technical Guidance (DEP website)

Copies of Proposed Requlations (DEP website)

Status of Regulations, 6-Month Calendar (DEP website)

Technical Guidance & Permits

The Department of Public Welfapeiblished notice of hearin@d opportunity to
comment on the proposed 2006-07 Low-Income Home Energgtaisse Program Plan.
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For copies of Draft Technical Guidance (DEP website)

For copies of Final Technical Guidance (DEP website)

Calendar of Upcoming Events

Upcoming conferences, meetings, workshops, plus links to ottiee calendars.
Meetings are in Harrisburg unless otherwise nokedTo: PA Environment Digest

Calendar Page

Notice of Regional State Water Plan Advisory Committ@etings

April 24 — Senate Appropriations Committee meets to considerse Bill 2317
(Feese-R-Lycoming) establishing the 2005-2006 Capital Budgebfmat tontrol,
Keystone Recreation, Environmental Stewardship projects.

April 25 — Senate Environmental Resources and Energy Commitld dnbearing on
reducing mercury emissions from coal-fired power plants@amconsideiSenate
Resolution 25¢Musto-D-Luzerne) designating May as Drinking Water Asvesss
month. Hearing Room 1, North Office Building. 10:00.

April 25 — House Environmental Resources & Energy Committee ngetticonsider
House Bill 2042(Reichley-R-Berks) increasing penalties under the Ctegams
Law; House Bill 119X Yudichak-D-Luzerne) that makes changes to the program to
help underground tank owners upgrade tanksSamchte Bill 864Scarnati-R-Warren)
increasing the forest land in-lieu of tax payment. kigalRoom 1, North Office
Building. 9:00.

April 25 —PA Energy Development Authoritmeeting. Room 105 Rachel Carson
Building, Harrisburg. 2:00.

April 26 — House Agriculture & Rural Affairs Committee public hearargdeer
damage. Hearing Room 2, North Office Building. 9:30.

April 26 — House Transportation Committee meeting to consierse Bill 2502
(Reichley-R-Berks) setting a fee cap of $10 on vehicle ®aris inspection exemption
test. Room 205 Ryan Building. 10:00.

April 26 —DCNR Conservation and Natural Resources Advisory CoulRoiom 105
Rachel Carson Building. 10:00.

April 26 — DEPAIr Quality Technical Advisory CommitteAd-Hoc Subcommittee on
Monitoring meeting. 14th Floor Conference Room, Rached@sBuilding. 9:30
a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

April 27 — RESCHEDULED-Governor’s Invasive Species Council meeting. Erie
Room 309, PA Fish & Boat Commission Building, Harrisbui@:00.

April 28-29 —PA Land Conservation Conferen@tate College.

May 2 — Senate Environmental Resources and Energy Commitlde dabearing on
reducing mercury emissions from coal-fired power plantsonrR8E-B East Wing.
9:00.
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* May 2 - Joint Senate/House Agriculture Committees informatioresdting to discuss
conservation issues and the 2007 Federal Farm Bill. Rooma%36.

* May 2 - House Environmental Resources & Energy Committee infasn@tmeeting
on State Water Resources Planning. Hearing Room 1, Néfitle Guilding. 9:00.

* May 5 - Forestry Task Force meetingp(nt Legislative Air and Water Pollution

Control and Conservation CommitjeePenn Stater Conference Center. State College.

10:00.

* May 1819-2006 Pennsylvania Heritage Partnerships ConfereReceservation PA.
Franklin, Venango County.

* May 20— Dauphin County Community Recycling Event. HACC Parking l©00
a.m. to 1:00 a.m.

* May 26 - DEPChesapeake Bay Tributary Strategy Steering Comnmheseting.
Room 105 Rachel Carson Building. 10:00 to 1:00.

e June 12-Joint Legislative Air and Water Pollution Control aB@dnservation
CommitteeEnvironmental Issues Forum — Jim MacKengietoraro Native Plant
Nursery“Going Native — Opportunities for Using Native Plant®ennsylvania.”
Room 205 Ryan Building. 12:00.

* July 19— Governor’s Invasive Species Council meeting. AgriculBu#éding, 2301
N. Cameron St., Harrisburg.

* October 31-November 5- National Historic Preservation ConfereniNational Trust
for Historic Preservation. Pittsburgh.

DEP Calendar of Events

Watershed Events
(courtesy PA Organizations for Watersheds & Rivers)

Environmental Education Workshop/Training Calendar
(courtesy PA Center for Environmental Education)

Senate Committee ScheduleHouse Committee Schedule

Helpful Web Links

Daily NewsClips Daily DEP Update GreenTreks Network Watershed Weekly

DEP Press ReleasesDEP Advisory Committee Meetings & Agendas

DCNR Resource Magazine DCNR Press Releases

Fish & Boat Commission Press Release$same Commission Press Releases
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Stories Invited

Send your stories about environmental issues, progransogitt/e actions tA
Environment Digest- DHess@HolstonCrisci.conor go to
www.PaEnvironmentDigest.com

PA Environment Digestis edited by David E. Hess, former Secretary Pennsylvania
Department of Environmental Protection, and is publishedsasvéce to the clients of
Holston & Crisci and the public. Holston & Crisci igHarrisburg-based government and
public affairs firm whose clients include Fortune 500 comggmand non-profit
organizations. For more information on Holston & €Girall 717-234-1716.

All rights reserved.

Visit the Professional Services DirectoandEvents Calendar
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