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DEP Restructures To Focus More Attention On Marcellus Shale, Improve Efficiency

The Department of Environmental Protection Tuesday announced the biggest change to the
agency's organizational structure in 16 years due in part on the need to more effectively regulate
Marcellus Shale natural gas drilling.

Another major goal of the reorganization is to refocus the agency on its core mission-- to
protect Pennsylvania's air, land and water from pollution and to provide for the health and safety
of the public.

Over the last few years, the announcement said, the agency has strayed from that mission
to take on responsibilities which took staff and funding away from inspections, permit reviews
and taking compliance actions in basic pollution control programs.

“These organizational changes will enhance the department’s ability to protect
Pennsylvania’s air, water and land, and also will result in a consistent and predictable regulatory
system,” DEP Secretary Mike Krancer said.
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